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I WAS TALKING with my son the
other day about his soccer team. His
coach has encouraged him and other
upperclassmen to be leaders, and so I
asked him to imagine how he could
lead each person on his team. I want-
ed him to take the coach’s advice
seriously and make a plan for how

to do it. I told him that leadership
requires taking each person serious-
ly, understanding what makes them
tick and then figuring out how to
communicate to them in a way that
moves them towards the goal. In this
case, actual goals!

The conversation got me thinking
about leadership in general and what
lessons I have learned over the years
and taken to heart. There are a lot of
false ideas about leadership that have
to do with power and authority. But
the wisest I have learned from have
spoken about leadership in terms of
humility and service. That’s the way
I've come to understand leadership.
Leadership is service. It is Jesus
taking a knee before his

disciples and washing their
feet, going alone to the
cross, empowering them
with gifts of the spirit and
the encouragement of his
resurrection before sending
them out in his name.

Leadership is service and all of us
are leaders. We lead in our families
with our spouses and children. We
lead in our communities with our
neighbors and non-profits. We lead
in our church. We lead our friends.

If we are to lead well, then we
need to be diligent and intentional.
Take a minute and name five people
that you are called to lead. They may
be family, coworkers, team mem-
bers or part of some group you lead.
Think about each individual and ask
this question. “How can I serve them
best?” Do they need your encour-
agement? Do they need some clarity
on the assignment? Do they need
redirection or challenge? Sometimes
what the people we lead need most is
just recognition that they are people
and not machines. They need us to
ask them how they are doing and lis-
ten with genuine care and love. What
do the people you lead need?

Serving others as a leader requires
humility and sacrifice. But more
than anything it requires authen-
tic love. Jesus calls us to love each
other. Paul encourages us to love one
another deeply from the heart. Look
at the people God has asked you lead.

Love them and serve them.

PASTOR TRAVIS NORTON, SENIOR PASTOR




Sunday’s Message

AUGUST 16, 2026
MATTHEW 14:23 - 33
PASTOR TRAVIS NORTON

DO YOU EVEN need me to preach on this story?
Jesus walks on water, Peter steps out in faith. We've
heard this story a hundred times and we all know
the lesson, don’t we? Keep your eyes on Jesus and
you won’t sink. That seems simple enough; let’s
call it a day and see if we can beat the Catholics to
brunch. There is one problem with this interpreta-
tion though. If you follow the logic ,then it means
every problem we face in our lives is simply the result
of our lack of faith. So, if a loved one gets cancer and
we pray for healing and they end up dying, then it
means we are at fault because we didn’t keep our eyes
on Jesus. Somehow, we didn’t have enough faith. If
our spouse decides to leave us and we pray to God to
fix the marriage and they leave anyway, then it’s our
fault for not having enough faith, for not keeping our
eyes on Jesus. There is a version of Christianity out
there that preaches this strongly. You have to have
faith; the faith of mustard seed will move mountains.
Keep your eyes on Jesus and you will walk on water.
There is something comforting about this kind of
belief; it suggests that we have control. When the
storms of life come, we just have to gin up some faith
,and everything will be ok. The result is a generation
of people beating themselves up for the hardships
of life, blaming themselves for tragedy and loss and
pain. The result is a generation of people who believe
that they are failures, less than Christians, people of
little faith.

We look to other people and admire their faith.
People tell us stories of miraculous healings and
God making a way where there was no way, and
then we look at our own lives and wonder what it
would be like to have faith like that, faith that moved
mountains, faith that could walk on water. And we

conclude that we must just not be that good, that
our Christianity is somehow flawed. Maybe it leads
us to try harder, pray more, read scripture, go to
church, hoping to fix our lack of faith. But it begs the
question, “Is this what Jesus was aiming for when he
called Peter out on the water, when he fished him out
of the sea?” When Jesus said to Peter, “You of little
faith, why did you doubt?” is that a condemnation
for all of us?

These are the questions that kept me up at night
this week and questions that make me want to look
a little more closely at this story. Sometimes I think
our simple interpretations of scripture are a little like
comparing The Wizard of Oz to Wicked. We thought the
story was about Dorothy and Toto and getting back
to Kansas all to find out there was a lot more going
on with Glenda and Elphaba and the Wizard. In this
story of Peter walking on water, the context helps us
see a bigger picture. Jesus has just discovered that his
cousin John the Baptist has been beheaded by Herod.
When he finds out he tries to get away, takes a boat
across the sea, wants to find a place to pray and grieve;
his soul is troubled. I imagine a mix of sadness and
that feeling of the threats closing in on him. The
cross is coming. He tries to get away but the crowds
follow him and rather than having a chance to pray
when he gets to the other side, he is thrust back into
ministry by his compassion and their need: curing
the sick, preaching the good news and then mirac-
ulously multiplying fish and bread to feed a crowd.
Once that is finished Jesus again tries to get way to
pray. He commands the disciples to get in the boat
so he can go up the mountain and be with God. This
context matters because the storm that comes up on
lake that batters the disciples in the boat matches the
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storm that is brewing in Israel that killed the prophet
John and is coming for Jesus, too.

There is much to fear for the disciples in the boat,
for Jesus heading to the cross, for the future of his
friends sent into a stormy world to preach the gospel.
This story is about fear and Jesus’ invitation to have
faith. Faith in the storms, faith to walk on water, and
faith to cry out for salvation.

When was the last time you were afraid? Last
month my family went to Glacier National Park, and
we went paddleboarding on Lake McDonald. We
rented paddleboards for everyone except for me and
my son Sam. We got a two-person kayak for us so I
could keep an eye on him and help him participate.
At some point others wanted to use the kayak so we
put Sam on a paddleboard as an experiment with
alife jacket. I was a little afraid but trusted that if
he fell off, the life jacket would help, and the water
wasn’t that deep where we were, anyway. When it was
time to go back, I tied the ankle strap of his paddle
board to mine and started paddling back with him
in tow. We got over some really deep water and that’s
when Sam decided to take off his life jacket and
throw it in the lake. Fear. I was immediately afraid. I
looked down at how deep the water was and realized
that if he fell off or decided to jump in it would be
really dangerous and difficult for me to get him. It
was only a moment but in that moment, I imagined
him drowning. I felt the guilt of even putting him
in that dangerous situation. I felt the shame of being
astupid parent. I felt the panic of being helpless. I
turned the paddle board to go for the life jacket and
got it back on him with some stern words that he was
to keep it on. I didn’t have as much faith in him as I
could have. I was afraid he was just having fun. Sam
and I were both like Peter at that moment. Sam had
faith in getting on the paddleboard in the first place,
faith in doing what he had never done before. And
I had the fear of Peter when the threats and danger
overcame my son’s faith in himself. But also, I gained
an understanding of Jesus. Jesus who watched Peter
walking on water, proud of his faith and new ability
and Jesus who was there the instant Peter’s faith
failed and saved him from being overcome by the
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waves. Jesus is there for us when we have faith, AND
Jesus is there for us when we have little faith.

Too often we diminish the threats that give rise
to fear as if they are unwarranted. That's not what
Jesus is teaching when he gave the command to Peter
to come out on the water. The wind was still whip-
ping up the waves; the threat was still real. Jesus isn’t
asking us to deny reality or make believe or pretend.
When the cancer comes, when relationships get frag-
ile, when jobs are lost, when fires threaten, when the
nations go to war, when the wind is against us, faith
doesn’t gas light, it doesn’t say that the things we see
aren’t real. That’s not Christianity. Christianity tells
the truth, tells the truth when the storms threaten,
tells the truth when we are vulnerable and at risk. So,
what does it mean to have faith in the midst of the
storm? Jesus sees the disciples in the storm and he
comes to them, walking on the water. The storm may
threaten us, but it doesn’t threaten Jesus. Faith looks
to Jesus in the midst of the storm and trusts him.
Peter had faith when he asked to get out of the boat,
but it was faith in Jesus not in his own abilities. And
he waited until the word from Jesus came. He only
walks on water by faith in Jesus’ call to come. And
when Peter focuses on the threats and let’s fear shake
his trust in Jesus, he sinks.

Listen, friends, we all know this moment, we have
all fallen short. We have all lost faith; we have all
experienced the dark night of the soul when we are
overwhelmed and afraid. In those moments do what
Peter did. Peter cries out, “Save me,” and Jesus saves
him immediately. No test, no question about his
faith, he doesn’t let him linger in the water splashing
about in order to teach him a lesson. Jesus is there in
a flash because even if Peter took his eyes off Jesus,
Jesus never for a second took his eyes off Peter. And
he will never for a second take his eyes off you. Listen
to this clearly, Jesus saves him, not because of his
great faith, not because of anything Peter has accom-
plished. Jesus saves Peter because that’s what Peter
needs. And then what happens? All the disciples wor-
ship Jesus and they confess something they hadn’t yet
said, “Truly, you are the Son of God”.

The lesson is that Jesus is the Son of God who has



come into the storms of this world and found us
drowning. And the Son of God has walked on the
waters of death and rescued us from sinking. We are
saved by the Son of God, by his mercy and love, by
his choice. While we were yet sinners Christ died for
us. He saves us because we need saving. And what did
Peter learn from this? He learned two things; he can
walk on water by faith in Jesus and Jesus will always
be there to lift him up when he fails. I don’t know if
Peter ever walked on water again, butI bet if he did,
he walked a little farther than the first time. Jesus
gave Peter more faith that day, more faith to face the
dangers of this world because he knew His savior was
with him.

You are each facing threats and storms. Some of
them are things that have come against you like the
wind battering the disciples all night. Some of the
storms are the unknown risks that your next step of
faith might lead to. Whether you are in a storm or
being called out of the boat or find yourself drown-
ing, you are not alone, your Savior is right there. He
is there to encourage you to take a few more steps of
faith. He is there to be your rock, stronger than the
storms that crash against you. And he is there to pick
you up and bring you safely home the moment you
need him to.

Faith is not leverage to get something from God;
faith is trust in the goodness of God. Turn your eyes
to Jesus, he is already there. The Son of God, your
Savior. Trust in him.
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An ordinary fisherman. An extraordinary calling.
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Vebuntion 2 Become a
COFFEE RECEPTION HOST

Please email cheryl@flccs.net if you'd like to give it a try.

AGING TOGETHER

Aging Together will meet on Friday, September 11,
10 a.m. in the Peel House, Room 201. This is a casual
gathering to share our thoughts and experiences
during our journey thru the years. Call Maureen
Tuttle, 719.640.1985 or Anne Rivers, 719.351.4268 if
you would like a ride to the meeting or if you have
any questions.
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GRACE NEEDED

Correction: The altar flowers given on Sunday, Au-
gust 8 were given by Brooke and Karolyn Smith in
honor of their 6oth wedding anniversary.



INSPIRE FAITH UPDATE

July 31st Monthly Status Report - Inspire Faith Initiative - 1st Phase@FT

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 8.5.26 Project Status — Yellow
» Key project deliverable dates remain the same subject to the following:

* Receiving acceptance from Fire Department regarding engine access and hydrant placement

+ Confirming removal date of existing elevator

+ Clarifying perimeter drain requirement in the Geotechnical report

Risks Scope Resources Budget Schedule M
OVERALL Budget $6,883,569
ITIATIVE Funded $6,884,389
STATUS IS YTD Spend $201,732
YELLOW Y Y Lifetime Spend $215,948
Est. Spend at Completion 6,883,569
Accomplishments This Period: Key Milestones (from NUNN Construction Schedule 7.23.26)
+ CRP and Nunn reconciled schedules; will baseline 10/29/26. Key dates are:
+ Foundation permit 12/26. Original Current  Forecastf
«  Construction starts 1/27. Stant End  Baseline Baseline Actual
« Final completion 2/2028. Authorizstion
+ Interior Design’ Sub-team kicked off & working with Senger. Owner Contractor Agreement Executed 3/16/26 4/17/26  4/17/26 4/17/26  4/10/26
« CRP Conceptual and Schematic Design finalized, reviewed, and approved by Proot of Owner Financing A1N26| 424/26| AIA26| 4I24/26| 4724126
Renovation Project Committee. Amendment1 - BP1 9/30/26 10/6/26 9/22126 10/6/26 4/24/26}
+ Updated $6,883,569 budget and addition of Sunday School entry area to charter Amendment 2 - IGMP 1V30/26 12/4/26 1V18/26  12/4/26  10/6/263
was unanimously approved by the Church Council by special vote 7/17/26. Building Addition H
Foundation BP in Hand 10/8/26 10/8/26 10/10/26 10/8/26 lO/BlZGE
— = = Notice to Proceed 10/8/26 10/8/26 10/22/26 10/8/26 10/8/26]
Activities Upcoming Next Period: Mobilization complet 15127 15127 1025126 15127 15027
+  FLC receives Geotechnical Report 8/6/26 ' Notice to proceed - [GMP 10/14/26 10/14/26 11/10/26 10/14/26 10/14/26!
«  Nunn publishes next updated schedule 7/30/26; Baseline by 10/29/26. Full Building permit in Hand 12/7/26 12/7/26 11/19/26 12/7/26 12/7/26%
«  Fire engine access, hydrants and hose limits needs acceptance from CSFD and Substructure Complete 33027 3327 120026 3327 3327
CSU. Prepare updated renderings for congregational communication. Superstructure Complete 3/3/27 313127 2111/27  3/3127  3/3/27
«  Stained Glass proposal for relocating Peel and Steeple cross by 8/27/26. Building Dry-in Complete 6/18/27 ©/18/27 3/4/27 6/18/27 6/18/27
«  Nunn begins procurement of fire sprinkler and fire alarm contractors Interior Finishes Complete 10/12/27 10/12/27 §/11/27 10/12/27 10/12/27,
Topllssue /RisK SUmmary: Site work complete 10/7/27 10/7/27 S/17/27 10/7/27 10/7/27
P 10/15/27 10/15/27 5/17/27 10/15/27 10/15/27,
»  Elevator procurement remains a top priority due to long lead times. Final completion 1110127 11710127 6/9/27 11/10/27 11/10/27,
+  Failure to pass water flow test will cause (unknown )higher cost of Building Renovation
construction. ) ) ) ) start 10/15/27 10/15/27  6/15/27 10/15/27 10/15/27
" Fallur o commricate consructon schedue o ytbasetned 00 il | st campie
: Final completion 2/23/28 2/23/28 10/18/27 2/23/28 2/23/28)

Above is the document we are using to make sure communication is consistent across groups and organi-
zations as we move forward with the Inspire Faith addition and remodel. The team meets each Thursday
afternoon to steward the project. We are currently focused on adding the required fire suppression sys-
tem(sprinklers) to the entire main building, including the Sanctuary. This will be one of the first things we
do and will touch every part of the building (the Sunday school downstairs already has sprinklers). We will
also be working to develop a plan as to how to function as a congregation with Sunday worship and weekday
activities during construction. Please continue to pray for this project; it is moving forward with great care
and professionalism.

— Pastor Travis
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2026 is a year to CELEBRATE as Col-
orado turns 150 and the nation marks
250 years of independence. There are
events all across the state to commemo-
rate such a celebration. We will change
up a bit of our normal schedule to at-
tend some of these events. They will
be marked as CO150, and more infor-
mation can be found on the website
https://www.colorado.com/am250-
c0150 This website also shows dates and
events that will incorporate DRONE
SHOWS: STORIES IN THE SKY that
will be lighting up Colorado skies all
year. OWLs events dates and times are
subject to change per availability/open-
ing dates. FLC Ekklesia will have up-to-
date information.

FRIDAY, JANUARY 30
JOURNEYS OF PAUL TRIP

by Pastor Michaela

Potluck lunch in the Peel House

FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 27

NEW COLORADO SPRINGS
SENIOR CENTER
PRESENTATION

Potluck lunch in the Peel House

COLORADO BYWAYS TRAVELING
PHOTO EXHIBIT

© Westcliffe - A visit to historic

/ Hope Lutheran Church 1800’
i Lunch: Downtown Westcliffe

FIRST LUTHERAN CHURCH

2026 OWLs

CALENDAR OF EVENTS

~ THURSDAY, MARCH 26 | CO150 ’

WEDNESDAY, APRIL 15
CHAIRYOGA

by FLC Margie Sisson

Wear comfortable clothing
Potluck lunch in the Peel House

TUESDAY, MAY 12

STARSMORE VISITOR AND NATURE
CENTER HUMMINGBIRD
PRESENTATION

Lunch: Creekwalk Shopping Center

THURSDAY, JUNE 25

AIR FORCE ACADEMY
General Bradley and

Zita Hosmer Visitor Center
Lunch at Visitor Center or
Polaris Hotel

TUESDAY, JULY 21 | CO150
MARKING TIME: COMMEMORATING
THE PAST IN THE PIKES PEAK
REGION

Pioneer Museum

Lunch: Food Truck

TUESDAY, AUGUST 4 | CO150
US250 HISTORY COLORADO
CENTER

Denver - 38th Star: Colorado
becomes the Centennial State

{ MOMENTS THAT MADE US

Destination Colorado

. Lunch: Rendezvous Café onsite,

Dessert at Cheesecake Factory

Al wp

| Eaal

TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 22
VISIT TO NEW COLORADO
SPRINGS FIRE DEPARTMENT
STATION #24

Lunch in area

WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 21

NEW DA VINCI MUSEUM

in Pueblo

Lunch: Historic Arkansas Riverwalk
Restaurants

THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 19
LEGENDARY READER’S THEATER
CHRISTMAS PERFORMANCE
Potluck in Peel House

TUESDAY, DECEMBER 15
ANNUAL GINGERBREAD DISPLAY
at the Broadmoor

Lunch: Café Julie’s

THURSDAY, DECEMBER 17
FLYING W RANCH CHRISTMAS

i DINNER AND SHOW o

(early ticket purchase required)

~ MONDAY, DECEMBER 21
ANNUAL GERMAN g | a!
CHRISTKINDLMARKT o
in Old Colorado City i/ ﬁ

o 1
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ALTAR FLOWERS

Altar flowers designated in memory or in honor of a
loved one are now $100.
Order flowers here: https://bit.ly/4nKyPYq

WAYFARER’S
THURSDAY | AUGUST 20 | 11:30 A.M.

Wayfarer’s will meet at Shangri La Restaurant, 8850
North Union, at 11:30 on Thursday, August 20. Please
call Trudy Lans at 719.495.4962 if you can attend.

LUTHER HALL DRIVEWAY REPAIRS
The entrance, sideway and driveway by Luther
Hall has been repaired to address the slick winter
conditions. The driveway leading to Tejon will be
unavailable until August 26. Parking spots near
Luther Hall will remain open; however, you will
need to back out of the lot and exit by driving
south through the alley. Please consider parking
in other nearby areas to help reduce congestion
during services.

UPDATE ON OFFERING ENVELOPES

Your August envelopes were mailed on August 4th.
Due to ongoing delays, we have decided to move
forward with another vendor, American Church.
Beginning with this change, your weekly envelopes
will be delivered every two months. Your first packet
will cover September and October.

To be good stewards of our resources, we are also
considering moving to monthly offering envelopes
next year to reduce cost and paper waste.

DINING OUT WITH FIRST LUTHERAN
SELECT TUESDAYS | 5:30 P.M.
VARIOUS RESTAURANTS

All are welcome to join this group, which meets at
local restaurants on two Tuesdays of each month to
enjoy various cuisines and fellowship. Reservations
will be made two weeks in advance, so be sure to sign

up early. To register, visit https://bit.ly/41Rhgff

UPCOMING SCHEDULE

September 8 Vaqueros Mexican Restau-
rant and Taqueria

9605 Prominent Point

Edelweiss German Restau-
rant, 34 East Ramona

September 22

October 13 Streetcar 520
520 South Tejon Street
October 27 Outback

2825 Geyser Drive

SINGLES - DINING OUT WITH
FIRST LUTHERAN

This is a new small group just for singles! Carrie
Lyne Mathiesen has graciously agreed to lead the
group on a trial basis. We are starting with one din-
ner a month to see what kind of interest we get. We
will make reservations for 7 p.m. on a given Thurs-
day each month. No partner? Come and join us for
food, fellowship and a chance to meet new friends!
September 17 - Trainwreck - 812 S Sierra Madre St

Sign up here: https://bit.ly/4vgSaEP no later than
September 9!

RESERVATIONS ARE MADE ONE WEEK IN
ADVANCE.

CANCELLATIONS AFTER THAT DATE ARE DIS-
COURAGED.
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HIGHLIGHT YOUR SMALL GROUP AT
THIS YEAR’S MINISTRY GATHERINGS
We will have tables set up around the perimeter of
the Gathering Place at our 2026 Ministry Gatherings
to highlight our various small, social, study, and
support groups. We have purchased foam board for
you to create a display board for your group. You
can pick up this foam board at the Welcome Center.
Please also create a sign-up sheet for people interest-
ed in joining your group. You are welcome to have
amember or two present to answer questions, but
this is not required. Ministry Gatherings will be
held at the following times:

Sunday, October 4 at 1 p.m.

Tuesday, October 6 at 10 a.m.

Tuesday, October 6 at 7 p.m. (Zoom Only)
Sunday, October 11 at 1 p.m.

Please contact Cheryl for more information.

SEEDS OF JOY GARDEN GROUP

Seeds of Joy meets every Saturday morning to main-
tain the flower beds on the First Lutheran campus.
During the summer we meet at 9 a.m. to work
before it gets too hot. You don’t have to be a Master
Gardener to join, only have an interest, at any level, to
help keep the gardens looking great.

We also meet on the third Wednesday of the month
at5:30 p.m. in the church library when we discuss
progress of the flower beds and discuss issues with
our own gardens. We also have a guest speaker. When
we meet on August 19, our speaker will be Barbara
Valenti of Colorado Springs Horticulture Arts Soci-
ety who will present a program about their organiza-
tion and their resources available to the public. Here
is their Internet address hasgardens.org.

Members of the congregation are invited to join us
for either activity. We are a small but friendly group
and welcome anyone interested in gardening.
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MEN’S FELLOWSHIP AND STUDY
GROUP

The First Lutheran Men’s Fellowship and Study
Group began a new study last week that will run
through the rest of the summer and into the fall.

It will feature a series of videos each week by the
prominent English New Testament scholar, Pauline
theologian, and Anglican bishop, N.T. Wright, the
former Bishop of Durham, Lord Spiritual of the
British Parliament and senior research fellow at
Oxford. The study will span a large range of N.T.
Wright’s writings and speaking on New Testament
doctrine, perspectives on Paul, and the historical
Jesus just to name a few.

The Men’s group meets Thursday mornings in
Luther Hall at 7:30 a.m. Members take turns bring-
ing breakfast and the coffee pot is always on. Men of
all ages are welcome and welcomed.

NEW MEMBER CLASSES

New Member classes will begin August 23 - Get to
Know Us - and continue on August 30 - Lutheranism
101- in the Fireside Room at noon. Lunch will be
served each day.

TRAIL TREKKERS

THURSDAYS, 8 A.M.

JUNE, JULY AND AUGUST

Open to anyone capable of a 3 — 6 mile hike. For
details about each week’s hike, please contact Judy at
719.641.3251 or Jane at 309.263.2961.



“The Father is not the Son. The Son is not the
Spirit. The Spirit is not the Father. And yet
God is not three rival beings, three compet-
ing wills, or three separate centers trying to
cooperate. God is one. God is eternally Father,
Son, and Spirit. God is communion.”
—Barton Breen
I think most of us have just ac-
cepted the formulation of a Trin-
itarian God without giving it a lot
of thought. And that makes sense,
because a single and also three-per-
soned God, well ... doesn’t. It’s a mys-
tery that can never be understood
by our finite human brains, so we
choose to simply accept (or reject!)
the idea and then continue on with
our lives. But I'm convinced that im-
mersing ourselves in contemplating
this mystery — in whatever capacity
we can — will deeply enrich our lives
with God.
Do any of these questions about
the Trinity sound familiar? “Is
there some kind of hierarchy,
y with the Father holding
the trump card over the
Son and Spirit? Are the
Persons ever at odds with
each other? Was the Trin-
ity somehow split at the
moment of Christ’s death
when he said, ‘My God,
my God, why have you
forsaken me?” Who —and
where - is the
Spirit, exactly,
and how does
the Spirit’s

presence really affect my life?”

These are just a few of the ques-
tions I've had and heard regarding
the Trinity. What are some of yours?
If we never look under the hoods of
our spiritual lives to become aware
of what we really think about the
Trinity, we can never have God meet
us there to reveal to us more of who
God really is. And why is this so
Important?

This is the primary reason: With-
out knowing it, many people have
adopted a functional image of the
Trinity (that is, how their idea of the
Trinity actually functions under-
neath their professed beliefs) where
the Father is distant from humans
and angry with our failures, Jesus is
near and graciously inserts himself
between the displeased Father and
us, and the Spirit is somehow always
hovering, putting pressure on us to
do better or try harder. Not every-
one’s beliefs will reflect this exact
thinking, of course, but without
exploring what we really do believe,
thoughts like this can be running in
the background, negatively influenc-
ing our relationship with God.

Please take time this week to
explore, with God, your underlying
beliefs about the Trinity. Don’t be
afraid of what rises to the surface;
just become aware of what's there,
and hold it before the God who
already knows and who loves you
completely. Then come back next
week, and let’s continue exploring
the beauty of the Trinity, together.

LORI DUNCAN, MINISTER OF SPIRITUAL CARE
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WEDNESDAY NIGHTS

= AT FIRST ARE CHANGING! =
Begins August 19
NEW TIME 6:30 - 7:30 p.m.
NEW PLACE Peel House
SAME SMALL GROUPS
Middle School (Grades 5-7)
Confirmation (Grades 8 & 9)
High School (Grades 10-12)
Parent Small Group

® HANDBELLS 101

‘OUR THURSDAYS | BEGINNING AUGUST 20
7-8P.M.IN THE HANDBELL ROOM

‘ (Grade 6 through Adult) s

oy .
required! You’ll learn to ring using a variety of techniques and
. discover rhythm notation and music reading.

For more information, contact Joan Kuehn at jlynnkuehn@gmail.com

Explore the fun of ringing in a four-week class - no experience
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" RALLY "»
DAY

~ . September 13, 2026
< 9:30 to 1 p.m.

s;., Join us for Rally Day as we celebrate the start of a new
{)

e

Sunday School year! Children will enjoy breakfast with
their Sunday School classes during the 9:30 a.m. service __
?‘ or with their Children’s Church leaders during the 10:15 ,«-'-;-'-—."-";‘a-'.‘ "
a.m. service. After worship, the whole congregation is" * K?y?f%

invited to the front lawn for a special coffee hour with iy

bounce houses and inflatable slides until 1 p.m. we 7
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In the Life of the Church....

Birthdays Anniversaries
August24 Kristin Kosley August 28
Carol Matson Larry and Cindy Shotts 60 years
August2s5 Marissa Ballard August 29
LouAnne Benson Joe and Brenda DeLuca 45 years
Kaely n Daughetee Tom and Cathy Mellott 62 years
Linda Townsend Paul and Bonnie Rochette 28 years
Ausust 26  Tucker Travins August 30
Augustzy  Chuck Donachy Preston and Megan L.auscher 1year
Karen Frank John and Lynda O’Brien 64 years
Wyatt Friedell
Katie Kosley
Bastion Larson
John Smith
August 28 Amelia Herman
Cassidy Mathiesen
Josh Olson
William Rodriguez IV
August 29  Carla Hartsell
Gabe Hurcomb
Courtney Mourning

August3o Elizabeth Moline
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Prayer Requests

Lannette Abbey
Beth Allen
Fred Bachmeier
Elmer Bauman
Tana Beall
Joan Boehm
Amy, Carol, Kaye,
and Carrara Boone
Kyle Bradley
Brittany
Bill & Barbara Brown
Bryon
Karl & Pam Cartwright
Tanya Charbonneau
John & Debbie Chlebus
Nell Clowder
Linda Collier
The Rinda Dunson Family
The England Family
Alan Flinn
Corinne Gibson
Pam Goodhue
Nola Gosch
Julian Green
Rob Haenze and family
Bob Haines
Cody Haines
Hannah
Private Steven Harris
Ty Hecht
Doug Hering
Ginger Hipszky
Jake Hodnett
Bill & Doreen Hulka
Jeff Ipson
Sarah Iskra
Alan Jacobsen
The Diane Jacobson Family
Josh Jones
Shirley Jones
Ann Junk

Jonas Kagarise

Kyong Kelley

Tami Kephart

Gaye Lynn Kielcheski

The Bob Kleemeier Family
Cindy Koger

Preston Lauscher

Jesse Lawrence & Family

The Leinweber-Cosico Family

Timothy Lillich

Dayne Lindquist

Bill Lipscomb

Irene Lopez

The Korrina Lopez Family
Jim Matthews

Nick McKibben & Family
Hugh McNeely

Galen Miller

Gwyn Miller-Olson
Brandon Miller & Family
Marilyn Miller

Paul Moe

Michael Morarie

Tricia Muehlbauer
Wilma Nicolaisen
Robert Nielson

Sam Norton

Vic Olson

Owen & Family

Jack & Judy Peterson

The Ralph Peterson Family

Darlene Radke
Jeff Rapp
Rondi Robbins
Randy Schacht
Carol Schlater
Cindy Stanley
Matthew Stark
Becky Sternal
Barbara Swan
Michael Taylor

Aaron & Cindi Thorson
Bob VanDuyn

Karen Henderson-VanDuyn
Doni Vest

Gudrun Vest

Christine Welch

Starr Wise

Greg & Carolyn Young

Please keep these members — and family and
friends - of First Lutheran in your prayers this
week. If you are requesting to have a name added
to the prayer list, please consult with that person
prior to making your request. Prayer requests
may be submitted by using a Connection Card (in
church) or by emailing teri@flccs.net.

In Remembrance of

Rinda Dunson

whose memorial service will be
Friday, August 21, at 1 p.m. in our
Sanctuary.

Date of death: August 4, 2026
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Worship and Study

TRADITIONAL WORSHIP
SUNDAYS IN THE SANCTUARY
8,9:30, AND 11 A.M.

CONTEMPORARY WORSHIP
SUNDAYS IN THE WORSHIP CENTER
10:15 A.M.

WEDNESDAY NIGHT

WEDNESDAY NIGHT LIGHT IS NOW WEDNES-
DAY SMALL GROUPS AND WILL BEGIN
AUGUST 19 IN THE NEW FORMAT.

ONLINE WORSHIP

STREAMED LIVE AT 9:30 A.M.

Tune in on First Lutheran’s YouTube channel,
on the church website, or in the church app.

QUARTERLY ADULT EDUCATION
Four times a year, we offer Adult Education
classes at a variety of times and on a wide range
of interesting topics. Be sure to read the
Ekklesia for announcements and information
about upcoming programs.

WEDNESDAY BIBLE STUDY
LUTHER HALL | 10 A.M.
Led by the preaching pastor for the week

GENERATION TO REVELATION
FIRST LUTHERAN’S NEW PODCAST!
Find our podcast on YouTube, on the church
website, or anywhere you get your podcasts.

PASTORAL TEAM

The Rev. Travis Norton, Senior Pastor
The Rev. Carrie Baylis, Associate Pastor
The Rev. Michaela Eskew, Associate Pastor

FIRST LUTHERAN CHURCH
1515 N. CASCADE AVE.
COLORADO SPRINGS,
COLORADO 80907
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NEXT SUNDAY’S SCRIPTURES
Isaiah51:1-6

Romansi12:1-8

Matthew 16: 13 — 20
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