


I’VE BEEN READING the Gospel
of John for my morning devotions.
Today I read Chapter 7. There is a
festival in Jerusalem that the disci-
ples want to go to but Jesus holds
back because of death threats. He
ends up going, but not publicly.
Reminds me of Odysseus in the
Odyssey returning to his home in
disguise. But something changes and
halfway through the festival. Jesus
starts teaching in the temple. At one
point it says he shouts to the crowds
“Come to me all you who are thirsty
and I will give you living water.”
That scene and that message is
sticking with me. Jesus shouting
these words. And this promise of
living water for our spiritual thirsts. I
wonder what those thirsts in you are.
In my devotions I read the scripture
and then I pray and this morning
I found myself praying about my
own thirst for meaning and purpose
and some knowledge that what I'm
) doing is part of God’s work in
« ~  theworld. Ifelt the answer in
S Jesus giving this living water
that is endless and abun-
dant and always present.
God answered my prayer
with a continued invitation

FROM
THE

PASTOR

to receive from Him and give to
others what I receive. That is purpose
and meaning and satisfaction.

Where do you find yourself
spiritually thirsty? What are the
spiritual needs in your life? I think
many people are grieving losses and
the spiritual need is companionship
and comfort. To know that God is
with you, understands your ache and
loves you. Many people are thirsty
for reassurance that they are worthy
and loved regardless of the successes
and failures and broken dreams in
their life. Some thirst is a desire to
know what this life is about and that
we are headed somewhere good even
though there is so much suffering
and evil in the world.

In all of this I hear Jesus shouting
over the noise of the crowds and the
pessimism and the empty promises
of our world. “Come to me you who
are thirsty and I will give you living
water.” Jesus is what we seek and his
invitation is clear and open. He is
ready to receive us and fill us with all
that we seek. Come to him in prayer,
in worship and by offering yourself
to his way.

PASTOR TRAVIS NORTON, SENIOR PASTOR
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Sunday’s Message

AUGUST 2, 2026
PASTOR MICHAELA ESKEW

IF JESUS WERE to walk into your job or walk into
your house or interrupt you while you're doing your
groceries and said, “Come follow me,” what would
you do? Honestly, if I'm in the grocery store, I'm like,
“Yes, let’s leave these responsibilities behind and let’s
go.” But if I'm in the middle of my life, middle of
my emails, middle of whatever I have going on that

I have great importance in, I probably have some
questions, “Jesus, what are we doing? Where are we
going?”hat do you have for me?”

I wish I were like Peter. I wish I would have just been
like, “Yes, Lord, let’s go. Whatever you have for me
has to be better than what I have going for me right
now.” But we tend to be skeptical people, at least I
do. And so we wonder what would make Peter drop
everything and go. Imagine him sitting in his boat.
He’s just cast his net out to collect fish. He’s in the
middle of his job. This is his livelihood. This is what
pays the bills, pays the temple tax, what makes sure
that his wife is well taken care of at home. A 20 some-
thing man. And off on the side is a man on the beach
saying, “Come follow me.” And he just leaves his nets
behind.

I think in my life I've constantly found myself
what I call “in the nets.” I'm caught into the way that
life is and the way that I like it. And I have my own
control over my life. And then occasionally Jesus will
be on the beach shouting, “Come follow me. You've
gotten caught into your nets again.” One of those
moments was when I first entered seminary. I'd gone
through college, I got my religion degree, I went into
seminary. I knew I wanted to be a pastor. I was going
to be a pastor. And some of you know the start of
this story. And so I get into my first year and I start
talking to my candidacy committee, which is who

you need to talk to if you want to be ordained. And

I say, “I want to be a pastor.” And they say, “Great.”
They start talking to me and realize I have a lot of
student loan debt. And they just say, “No, no.” Now,
in hindsight, they were being very gracious to me.
They were probably thinking, “A first call pastor can’t
possibly pay these kind of bills if these student loans
are calling. You're not going to be able to pay your
bills on a first call pastor salary.” So in hindsight, I'm
glad. But in the moment, I was broken. I felt that this
was such a secular and institutional no to what I felt
was God’s divine yes in my life. And so I said, “Wow,
how have I gotten so in my net that I am going the
wrong direction? Because this is a very clear no and
can’t go any other way. It’s not like I can go to a dif-
ferent denomination.” I mean, I could have, I could
have gone to a different denomination, could have
tried other ways, other paths, but I didn’t.

Instead, on a very emotional night, I went down to
the basement of my seminary in one of the class-
rooms that were open and empty. And I went to a
blank whiteboard and I pulled out a whiteboard
pencil and I just wrote down every place that I knew
that I was exactly where God wanted me to be that
I had been perfectly skilled for that moment, that I
just knew that things were aligned, that I was on the
right path with God. So how could I have gotten off?
So I look at this, what ends up being like A Beautiful
Mind. It made no sense to anyone but me. I look at
this board, and I find some themes that start to jump
out at me. Children’s ministry, youth ministry, faith
formation in general. I loved and was good at talking
about the Bible, teaching people about Jesus, and
just getting to tell people about thisamazing Luther-
an theology that just says, grace, grace. I messed up
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again, Grace. And I loved it. I loved every minute of
those moments. And so I looked at that whiteboard
and I said, “Okay, I have to keep going. I have to keep
going. God has called me to do this. It’s just more in
faith formation, Christian education, than pasto-
ral.” And so the next day that the admissions office
was open, I walk in and I say, “I know I'm a Master’s
of Divinity student. That's the degree that you get
to become a pastor. But I would like to add a dual
degree, a Master’s of Arts in Christian Education.” I
could have stopped, right? I could have said, “I quit.”
And in fact, my candidacy committee told me to.
They said, “Quit seminary. It’s too expensive. Don’t
add more loans.” And instead I said, “No, I'm going
to add a year instead.” But those next three years in
seminary formed me into the pastor that you see
before you today. And I loved every minute of those
three years in seminary to craft myself and learn
about faith formation. And I saw on that whiteboard
that I couldn’t leave the church behind. And so even
as I pursued academia and eventually a PhD, I always
worked in the church. I knew that that’s where God
was calling me, and that’s where God wanted me to
be. But it just wasn’t the right time.

And so it reminded me of Peter being in the space
and saying, “This is my livelihood. This is everything
that I've always known. This feels safe.” But Jesus is
calling us to something else. And so I'm sure that
you've had times in your life those tension pieces,
those tension moments where you're at a cross-
roads and maybe it’s a closed door, maybe it’s a new
opportunity. And our greatest calling is to just take
it to God and say, “God, where should I go?” Because
we often like to run our lives for ourselves instead of

realizing that to follow Jesus is to put Jesus in control.

And so I think about Peter and I think about this
young man, 20 something, and he has all of life in
front of him, but also he has all these responsibilities
in front of him, right? Again, he has a wife. We don’t
hear of any kids, but maybe he has kids. This is what
he’s always known.This is all that he’s known. You
can put yourself in Peter for the modern age. It'd
probably be you've just, you've gotten married, you
finally bought the house, right? You've gotten into
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the career that you wanted. And Jesus says, “Nope,
new plan, got something else for you.”

That’s what Jesus is calling Peter to do. And so why
does Peter say yes? This is the start of a five year or five
year, five Sunday sermon series on Jesus and Peter no
one wants to hear. Jesus wants to hear Peter for five
years. Dear Lord, Jesus did though, thank goodness.
But we're going to hear about Jesus and Peter and
their journey for the next five Sundays and you'll hear
about how Peter messes up. He gets it wrong a lot.
But in this first moment, Jesus says yes. Why does he
say yes? The Chosen TV series wants to say that Jesus
kind of has his fame around him. Already people
are talking about the baptism and how the heavens
opened up and God says, “This is my beloved son.”
And so everyone is already recognizing Jesus as the
Messiah, that this is a big deal. But I do wonder, did
Peter know who Jesus was? Did Peter know what he
was saying yes to? Or did he just feel this turning that
Jesus just did in his heart in that moment and said
“It’s time.” Did Peter have any knowledge beforehand
or did he just, in that moment, decide?

It made me think of an experience that we had a
couple weeks ago when we were in Puerto Rico with
the teenagers. I had the great privilege to take these
teenagers to Puerto Rico, and we didn’t know what
we were doing. We were just going to show up and
they were going to tell us where we're serving. So we
got split up into two different groups. One group got
to strip a house, paint the house clean, and my group
got to go work. Well, we had two different sites on a
Monday. We just kind of painted traffic lines. And we
did work for this elderly community and whatever
they needed. And we got to meet this translator who
says, “I'm a part of the church that you're going to see
tomorrow. You're going to worship with us, you're
going to serve with us tomorrow.” And so I started to
geta little taste of what the rest of my week would be.
So she told me about her church called Katakumba,
which is Spanish for catacombs. And so their whole
church is related around this kind of early church
ministry and going back to that early church evan-
gelism and early church feeling. And so she tells me a
little bit about it.



And then for the rest of the week, on Tuesday, all
of us get to actually come together and serve as all of
First Lutheran with this other church. The way that
they do it is that they have churches all over Puerto
Rico, and they pocket, like, two or three teenagers
from each church, and they put them together in
one church for two weeks, and they get no phones,
and they have to serve in their community. It’s called
local missions. And so that’s how they do it. And
so all the teenagers in their community go and see
different parts of the island and different summers,
and they get to know different kids from Katakumba
because they have 14 Katakumba churches.

So we get to partner with them. We get to go
into this neighborhood where someone has gifted
them a house, and they want to turn that house
into a church, butitis in complete disarray. And
so we have to weed, and we have to clean it up, and
we have to make it look good. And so we do that on
Tuesday, and we get to know a little bit more about
this church, and then we worship with them that
night. But between serving with them and having
this beautiful moment of Puerto Rican youth and
American youth all just, like, tackling this house
together, we come back to the church to kind of rest
and recuperate before worship that night. And we're
in their church. We're in the Katokumba church,
and there’s this big banner on the wall.Now, the
teenagers don’t care. The teenagers are talking with
each other. They're talking about what it’s like to be
a teenager in America, a teenager in Puerto Rico.

But we adults are like, “Oh, that banner means
something.” But it’s all in Spanish. So we pull out
our phones and we Google Translate, and we realize
that there are nine mission statements. And I get
to know a little bit more about the church. 'ma
church nerd, right? I want to know what this church
is about, what they believe. And it opens with, “We
will go out to the rebellious youth of our communi-
ty, and we will bring them to Christ. And I thought,
okay, that's their target audience. That’s who they
work with. That’s why we have these Puerto Rican
youth here. Okay, great. This makes sense. And
then as I keep going down in the line, in the nine

lines, it gets a little aggressive. It’s, you know, there
are cultural Christians out there that don’t believe.
They might go to church, but they don’t believe. And
there’s modern day Pharisees out there telling lies
about who Jesus is and who the Holy Spirit is. And
it’s our job to go out and tell the truth and to convict
all of these people back to the true path to Christ.
And we are to be the early, the next martyrs of our
faith. So they’re willing to die for this. And it’s very
evangelistic, very. And they even talk about church
freezers. They're going to sabotage the church freez-
ers. That was a line and we had to ask, like, what does
that mean, sabotage the church freezers? Is thata bad
Google Translate? No, no. They want to go into these
churches that feel like they're frozen and to light
them back up with the Holy Spirit. And so I have now
read this. It’s Tuesday. We're going to worship with
them later that night. My teenagers have no idea that
this theology is above them and above this church.
And I don’t think they need to know because they're
just beingChristians with one another. They're just
being Christ with one another. And it’s beautiful and
Iloveit.

And I just then realized that sometimes when we
get into church politics, it’s these high theologies
that combine and fight against each other when
truly, in the practical sense, we can just be Christians,
one another, serving Christ together. And so Tuesday
goes by, we worship with them, and then on Wednes-
day we serve with them again. And then on Thursday,
well, Wednesday night, we're told that on Thursday
we're going to go do street evangelism with this
church. Atleast my little section of six youth, myself
and Colton, we're going to go sit street evangelize.
And all I could think was, we Lutherans don’t do that.
Not that I don’t share my faith. Don’t get me wrong,
I share my faith. But we don’t do this. We don’t have
little pieces of paper that we hand out. And so we
were warned on Thursday that we would do this.

So on Wednesday night, we did tell the teenagers
that we're going to show you this banner we're going
to show you what they believe in. What do you think
about these statements? Does that work with way
that we think about Christianity? And sometimes it
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does and sometimes it doesn’t. And so our group was
all prepared.

So on Thursday morning, we're handed these
papers. Yes, this probably should have gone out. I
confess,I kept it for myself. And we were handed
out these. Now, if you know Spanish, Cristo teama,
“Christ loves you. And I said, oh, perfect, I can hand
this out for days, right? Christ loves you. Christ loves
you.” Yes, please. I'll send it to everybody, but then I
flip it around. And if you've ever gotten one of these,
you kind of probably know what the gist of is at the
back of it is that, yes, Christ loves you, but you need
salvation, you are a sinner, and only Jesus can get
you there. And you should respond in this way. You
should say this little highlighted prayer and then
you'll be saved. And so while I was a little hesitant to
hold these in my hands and pass them out, I was like,
you know what? It’s their church on the bottom. This
is how they want to represent themselves in this com-
munity. And so I am just a representative of them in
their community. And I will just say “Cristo teama”
all day. And so we did this out in the park.

And what was intriguing is that again, the teen-
agers, even knowing the mission statement of this
church now loved it. They loved doing street evan-
gelism. They loved handing this out. Because what
happened is they ended up having conversations with
people who were fellow Christians who were like,
thank you for going and sharing Christ’s love in the
world. Right? And they didn’t have to talk about any
of the sin and shame on the back. And so we do that
in the morning, and then we have our lunch break,
and then in the afternoon we’re told that we're going
to go out and give food out into the community. And
so these little things will be kind of stuffed into the
church. Bags of food, and we’ll pray for people. And
so I get ready for that and we head to a government
subsidized housing facility, a bunch of apartments,
lower income, and we just have bags of food. And
we're told to just hand out those bags and pray for
them. And so we essentially go around and we say,
free food, free food. And of course, people come out
because they want free food, and we give them the
bag and we say, how can I pray for you? Not can I pray
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for you? Because that immediately will get a no. But
how can I pray for you?

And you might remember Callie Baylis came up
here a couple weeks ago and shared how she was able
to pray for people during those moments. And she
found it very life giving. These teenagers, again, loved
this. And honestly, this is like Lutheran territory,
right? We give food to people, we pray for them.We
can do that. Absolutely. We're great at that. Let’s give
food and pray for people. And so our teenagers loved
it. They fed into it and they gave food away and they
prayed for people and they came back.

And so we were supposed to all come back to this
basketball court and what I hadn’t realized is that the
whole time we were out there doing this social justice
ministry, there was a 16, 17 year old Puerto Rican boy
who'd just been hanging out at the basketball court.
And I didn’t notice him until we came back because
he became the spotlight. We come back and we hear
that he has accepted Jesus as his Lord and Savior. He
has said the prayer on the tract on a little piece of pa-
per. And everyone’s cheering, everyone’s excited. We
put our hands on him and we pray for him and we
say, thank you God for walking into his life, for being
a part of this in this yes moment. And I'm thinking,
and I'm looking at this boybecause he seems so young
to me, 16, 17 year old, but he’s not much younger than
Peter was when Peter said yes. And so it made me
think, “Why is this young boy saying yes? Why did
he choose this random Thursday afternoon to say yes
to Jesus?” And so I turned to Colton and I said, “Why
do you think he did this? Why do you think he said
the prayer?” And Colton just says, “Why not?” Colton
grew up in this air in this time in the evangelical
world. And he’s like, “I've gone to multiple altar calls.
I've said the center’s prayer multiple times, right?
When you feel like, why not right? Salvation is in a
few sentences. Say it right.”

Salvation is in a baptism, do it right. And so for
every moment that I considered judging the other
church, I also was like, see the log in your own eye.
How would they look at our church? How would
they see our moments? So I'm never going to judge a
sinner’s prayer because they would look the same way



at my baptism. Because what I think is intriguing
about all of this is that these, our theological debates
really rely heavily on those one off moments of salva-
tion is in this piece and only this piece.

But that’s not at all what happens in this story.
When Jesus calls Peter, he doesn’t say, “I need a partic-
ular phrase from you or I need you to dip yourself
into the Jordan River.” He just says, “Come and
follow me through the life of a disciple’s life.”

That’s when they will be sent out to go evange-
lize. They will have their baptism, they will baptize
others. It’s through a life with Jesus. And so when I
looked at that 16, 17 year old Puerto Rican boy that
day, I tried to see it through his eyes. And I was imag-
ining being a boy in a subsidized government build-
ing, in an apartment, and seeing this huge group of
teenagers having fun, because they were having fun.
They’re chatting with each other, they're sharing
stories, Puerto Ricans and Americans all coming
together, Coloradans all coming together. And I can
imagine the 16, 17 year old boy saying, I want that. I
want meaning, I want purpose. And if it’s all wrapped
in Jesus, then let’s say yes to Jesus. Let’s do it. Let’s do
life together. Because I want to be a part of that. And
what was beautiful is that after we prayed for him,
the youth pastors came over. They shared their num-
bers.

And I do truly hope that this teenager comes into
this church and becomes discipled and fostered into
a church to love Jesus and to follow Jesus. Because we
like to point to the salvation points and we say, okay,
I have to have it right, I have to be baptized, I have to
say the right thing, I have to say the right prayer and
then I'm good, right? The eternal life is good for me.
I have a golden after this. But Jesus has no interest in
the afterlife. If you don’t have a life with him here,
that’s a lot harder. Ask come and follow me is a hard
ask to turn away from the nets and the life that you
have for yourself and to instead turn to the beach and
try something else.

And so there is a cost to discipleship. There’s a cost
to choosing God again and again, each and every day,
and to get out of ourselves and to follow Jesus in the
way that Jesus calls us to. But there’s also such great

reward when I hear people that say, I don’t really need
to believe, I can be a good person. I can find. I got
baptized. I said the sinner’s prayer. 'm good. I'm just
gonna keep living my life. I'm just like, I think about
the loneliness epidemic too. And just like there’s
something in the community here. There’s some-
thing in not feeling alone when you truly have a walk
with God. Because in my basement moment, never
once when I was wondering, what’s next for me?
What am I supposed to do? Do I drop out? Do I keep
going? What is going on? Never once did I feel alone.
Jesus was with me in my basement moment. And so
Jesus is with us in our joys and in our sufferings. And
we're never alone because of that.

And then if I think of that little Puerto Rican boy,
that young Puerto Rican man, and I think about him
looking into the community, community of Christ,

I think that’s also what it’s about - life together. To
find God in the neighbor next to you, in the person
next to you, in the pew next to you and say, this is
what it’s about to do, life together. So yes, come and
follow me is not easy. It’s not an easy checkbox. It’s
not a one and done. It’s an everyday ask to walk in the
accompaniment of God with you and Jesus. In this
case, community.

So if I'm up here preaching that this is an everyday
ask, here’s today’s, “Will you come and follow Jesus?
Will you leave your nets behind and see what Jesus
has in store for you?”
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FIRST LUTHERAN
RECEIVES RECOGNITION FROM
LUTHERAN FAMILY SERVICES

First Lutheran Church is honored to be recognized by Lu-
theran Family Services Rocky Mountains for its partnership
and ongoing commitment to serving neighbors in need
throughout our community. This recognition celebrates the
congregation’s generous support of Lutheran Family Services’
mission and the many ways First Lutheran members embody
Christ’s love through service, compassion, and advocacy. We
are grateful for this meaningful acknowledgment and proud
to partner with an organization that changes lives every day.
The award will be presented at the 32nd Annual Inn-
keeper Dinner to be held on Thursday, September 17, 2026,
at the United States Olympic and Paralympic Museum, 200
S. Sierra Madre St., Colorado Springs, Colorado. Cocktails
begin at 5:30 p.m. with the dinner and program starting
at 6:30 p.m. and an opportunity to enjoy the Olympic and
Paralympic Museum after the events until 10 p.m.

Friends

by e Firepit

As part of this recognition, as a sponsor of the event
and because of a generous donor, First Lutheran has over
adozen tickets to the Innkeeper Dinner, Lutheran Family
Services” annual fundraising, to give out . The evening will
celebrate the impact of Lutheran Family Services” minis-
tries and raise support for their continued work across our
region. If you are interested in attending and would like
one of the available tickets, please contact Teri at teri@
flccs.net no later than Thursday, August 13. We would love
to have members of our congregation represented at this

inspiring event.

Wednesdays « 6-8 PM. « June 10-August 12

Join us by the firepit for Bible study and conversation

centered on Sunday’s sermon. All ages are welcome,

and childcare is available for young children.

In case of bad weather, we'll gzlthcr

on the Peel House porch or indoors.

We'll end the night with smores!
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WELCOME BACK BREAKFAST FOR
SAND CREEK TEACHERS AND STAFF

School is back in session at Sand Creek International
School!

As the partner church to Sand Creek, we will be host-
ing a Welcome Back Breakfast for the teachers and
staft on Friday, August 7, and are looking for volun-
teers to provide food and to help in hosting. Food
can be dropped off at the church Gathering Place
kitchen by 4 p.m., Thursday, August 6, or brought
to the school, Sand Creek International School, 550
Sand Creek Dr., 80916 by 7:30 a.m. on Friday, August
7. Sign up below to donate or to help:

https://bit.ly/4f5TtPQ_

2026/2027 SECRET
ANGELS TO SAND CREEK
INTERNATIONAL SCHOOL

As the church partner to Sand Creek International
School (K-8), First Lutheran would like to assign a Se-
cret Angel to each of the new teachers this 2026/2027
school year. As an First Lutheran Secret Angel, we
would like you to mail and/or drop off notes of
encouragement and little gifts throughout the year.
When you sign up, we will provide you the name
and email address of your teacher as well as a list of
things that your teacher likes (favorite color, candy
bar, author, etc.) to help you bless them throughout
the school year.

Sign up here: https://bit.ly/3QIlQvx

ALTAR FLOWERS

Altar flowers designated in memory or in honor of a
loved one are now $100.
Order flowers here: https://bit.ly/4nKyPYq

DINING OUT WITH FIRST LUTHERAN
SELECT TUESDAYS | 5:30 P.M.
VARIOUS RESTAURANTS

All are welcome to join this group, which meets at
local restaurants on two Tuesdays of each month to
enjoy various cuisines and fellowship. Reservations
will be made two weeks in advance, so be sure to sign

up early. To register, visit https://bit.ly/41Rhgff

UPCOMING SCHEDULE

August 25 Phantom Canyon
2 East Pikes Peak
September 8 Vaqueros Mexican Restau-

rant and Taqueria
9605 Prominent Point

Edelweiss German Restau-
rant, 34 East Ramona

Streetcar 520
520 South Tejon Street

September 22

October 13

SINGLES - DINING OUT WITH
FIRST LUTHERAN

This is a new small group just for singles! Carrie
Lyne Mathiesen has graciously agreed to lead the
group on a trial basis. We are starting with one din-
ner a month to see what kind of interest we get. We
will make reservations for 7 p.m. on a given Thurs-
day each month. No partner? Come and join us for
food, fellowship and a chance to meet new friends!
Our August 13 dinner will be at 7 p.m. at Shuga’s,
702 S. Cascade Avenue.

Sign up here: https://bit.ly/4vgSaEP no later than
August 6!

RESERVATIONS ARE MADE ONE WEEK IN
ADVANCE.

CANCELLATIONS AFTER THAT DATE ARE DIS-
COURAGED.
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HIGHLIGHT YOUR SMALL GROUP AT
THIS YEAR’S MINISTRY GATHERINGS
We will have tables set up around the perimeter of
the Gathering Place at our 2026 Ministry Gatherings
to highlight our various small, social, study, and
support groups. We have purchased foam board for
you to create a display board for your group. You
can pick up this foam board at the Welcome Center.
Please also create a sign-up sheet for people inter-
ested in joining your group. You are welcome to
have a member or two present to answer questions,
but this is not required. Ministry Gatherings will be
held at the following times:

Sunday, October 4 at 1 p.m.

Tuesday, October 6 at 10 a.m.

Tuesday, October 6 at 7 p.m. (Zoom Only)

Sunday, October 11 at 1 p.m.

Please contact Cheryl for more information.

MEN’S FELLOWSHIP AND STUDY
GROUP

The First Lutheran Men’s Fellowship and Study
Group began a new study last week that will run
through the rest of the summer and into the fall.

It will feature a series of videos each week by the
prominent English New Testament scholar, Pauline
theologian, and Anglican bishop, N.T. Wright, the
former Bishop of Durham, Lord Spiritual of the
British Parliament and senior research fellow at
Oxford. The study will span a large range of N.T.
Wright’s writings and speaking on New Testament
doctrine, perspectives on Paul, and the historical
Jesus just to name a few.

The Men’s group meets Thursday mornings in
Luther Hall at 7:30 a.m. Members take turns bring-
ing breakfast and the coffee pot is always on. Men of
all ages are welcome and welcomed.

QUIET MOMENTS

SHEEWNTSRETRE AT

August 21-22, 2026

Led by Lori Duncan & Pastor Michaela Eskew
"Make room for the quiet moments, as God whispers
and the world is loud.”
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“To the one who is victorious, I will give the
right to eat from the tree of life, which is in
the paradise of God.”

—Jesus, Revelation 2:7

Please read Revelation Chapters 20
and 21, take a few deep breaths, and
imagine the following:
You're exiled on the island of
Patmos. Jesus has just shown up
and given you the most astonish-
ing apocalyptic vision. After seeing
and hearing Jesus and angels and
terrifying heavenly creatures and
four horsemen and trumpets and
plagues and beasts and dragons and
battles, watch as the beautiful new
Jerusalem comes down out of heaven
from God. It shines with the glory of
God, and somehow is clear as crystal.
As best you can, imagine that holy
city in a way that makes sense and
is beautiful to you. What emotions
does it invoke?
Remember back to Eden.
y Remember that God created
so as to dwell in the temple
of creation with his Living
Images — humans — walk-
ing and talking with us
in the sacred space of the
Garden. As you're mar-
veling at the New Jerusa-
lem, hear a voice from the
throne say, “Look! God’s
dwelling place
is now among

the people,

and he will dwell with them... ‘He
will wipe every tear from their eyes.
There will be no more death’ or
mourning or crying or pain...” Pic-
ture Jesus standing in front of you.
Let him see your tears. Then let him
take your face in his hands, look into
your eyes with complete love, and
Wipe your tears away.

What does it mean to you that
there is no temple in this holy city,
that God and the Lamb ARE its tem-
ple? Imagine what it will be like to
have no separation between God and
yourself, knowing that every step
you take is in sacred space, seeing
the Living Light of God illuminating
everything, aware that you can both
see and be seen completely clearly,
without judgment or shame. Let the
freedom of that fill your heart.

Think back again to Eden. Re-
member the river that flowed from
its center to water and give life to the
Garden? Here, again, in the Garden
City, a river flows — clear as crystal —
this time from the throne, giving life
to all, and the Living Water is Jesus.
See him offer you a drink. Receive it
and drink deeply. Be refreshed. Take
from the Tree of Life and pray for
healing for the nations of this world.

Now, to the One who is the First
and the Last — who holds all of forev-

er and has won the victory for us - let

these words arise from your heart,
“Amen. Come, Lord Jesus.”

LORI DUNCAN, MINISTER OF SPIRITUAL CARE

FLCCS.NET -
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A Pikes Peal:
i Habitat
for Humanity-a
~

You're invited to the;

for Courtney’s Family

4th George Hammond Build

Saturday, August 15, 2026
9:30 -10:30 a.m.
868 Bidwell Dr.
Colorado Springs, CO 80915

GIVING ENVELOPES CONTINUE TO BE
DELAYED

Cathedral Corporation has once more said that
August giving envelopes will not be mailed. Yoshiko
Anspach is in the process of finding a new vendor for
our giving envelopes. In the meantime, please use
the generic envelopes in the pews.
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HANDBELLS 101
FOUR THURSDAYS | BEGINNING AUGUST 20
7-8P.M.INTHE HANDBELL ROOM

Explore the fun of ringing in a four-week class - no
experience required! You'll learn to ring using a
variety of techniques and discover thythm notation
and music reading. Led by Deacon Joan Kuehn. Ev-
eryone, Grade 6 through adult, is welcome. For more
information, contact Joan by email at jlynnkuehn@
gmail.com.



REPORT FROM WOMEN OF THE ELCA
TRIENNIAL CONVENTION:
Members of First Lutheran’s Rebekah Bible Study
Circle, Anne Rivers and Roxana Schultz, attended the
WELCA Triennial Convention and Gathering, held
this year in Des Moines, lowa, July 16-19, 2026. The
theme was I Am Worthy — based on Psalm 139:14 “I
praise you, for I am fearfully and wonderfully made.
Wonderful are your works; that I know very well.”
During two days of virtual convention Roxana
participated in the business of voting on the new
WELCA Executive Board, board members, 2027
budget and other WELCA business. In addition, the
2026 Voting Members also passed 10 organizational
memorials. Some of the memorials passed included:
1) Supporting the Black, Indigenous and People of
Color (BIPOC) Leaders of the ELCA, 2) In Recogntion
of Creation Care Justice, 3) Raising Up Healthy Wom-
en and Girls, 4) Raise Awareness of Indian Boarding
Schools and 5) Raise Awareness of Missing and Mur-
dered Indigenous Women.

WEDNESDAY NIGHTS

— AT FIRST ARE CHANGING! =

NEW TIME 6:30 - 7:30 p.m.
NEW PLACE Peel House

SAME SMALL GROUPS

Middle School (Grades 5-7)
Confirmation (Grades 8 & 9)
High School (Grades 10-12)
Parent Small Group

In the closing worship we were reminded we
are sent into the world to embody what we have
received as gifts from God and to trust that what
God has spoken is already true. The Spirit also sends
us to bring good news, to restore dignity, and to par-
ticipate in God’s work of healing and justice in the
world. We will be grounded in love and propelled
into action.

CALLING ALL MEN!

Every summer, we offer Men's Chorus — an opportu-
nity for the men of First Lutheran to sing and enjoy
fellowship together. Please consider singing with us!
Rehearsals will be held in the Choir Room on two
Thursdays: August 6 and 13, both at 7 p.m.; and
we’ll sing for all three services on Sunday, August
16. Any boy (Grade 8 or older) or man is welcome
...and you don’t need to be a member of the choir

to participate! For more information, contact Eric
Wicks by email at eric@flccs.net.
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http://flccs.net

In the Life of the Church....

August 10

August 11

Ausust 12

August 13

August 7

August 14

August 15

August 16

Birthdays

Dick Bowman
Olivia Eskew

Noah Goff
Kathy Holmes
Jane Juris

El Carter
Dave Johnson
Teri Swanner

Avery Remund
Rich Wilbur

Riley Cole
Nathan Spaziani

Riche Kennedy
Dave Peterson
Linda Samuelson

Ron Furstenau
Elaine McKibben

Zoe Armijo
Bernie Herpin
Scott Hophan
Judy Mau
Cindy Stanley
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Anniversaries

August 10
Bert and Patti Loper 35 years

August 12
Kay and John Vucasovich 26 years

August 13
Eric and Karen Krepps 38 years

August 14
Steve and Jeanne Steiner 5o years
Tim and Sherry Coutts 5o years

August 15

Jim and Corine Daubert 64 years
Kay and Lance Landon 55 years
Gene and Sally Warrington 67 years

August 16
Wayne and Ruth Hjelmstad sy years




Prayer Requests

Lannette Abbey

Beth Allen

Fred Bachmeier

Elmer Bauman

Tana Beall

Joan Boehm

Amy, Carol, Kaye, and
Carrara Boone

Kyle Bradley

Brittany

Bill & Barbara Brown

Bryon

Karl & Pam Cartwright

Tanya Charbonneau

Lindsay Chesla

John & Debbie Chlebus

Nell Clowder

Linda Collier

Rinda Dunson

The England Family

Alan Flinn

Corinne Gibson

The Gillmore Family

Pam Goodhue

Nola Gosch

Cody Haines

Hannah

Private Steven Harris

Doug Hering

Ginger Hipszky

Jake Hodnett

Bill & Doreen Hulka

Sarah Iskra

Alan Jacobsen

Diane Jacobson

Josh Jones

Shirley Jones

Ann Junk

Jonas Kagarise

Tom Keilers

Kyong Kelley

Tami Kephart

Gaye Lynn Kielcheski
The Bob Kleemeier Family
Cindy Koger

Preston Lauscher

Jesse Lawrence & Family
Naomi Lehmkuhl
Timothy Lillich

Dayne Lindquist

Bill Lipscomb

Riley Loflin

Irene Lopez

The Korrina Lopez Family
Jim Matthews

Nick McKibben & Family
Hugh McNeely

Galen Miller

Gwyn Miller-Olson
Brandon Miller & Family
Marilyn Miller

Paul Moe

Michael Morarie

Tricia Muehlbauer
Wilma Nicolaisen

Robert Nielson

Sam Norton

The Mike Olsen Family
The Ostebo Family

Owen & Family

Jack & Judy Peterson

The Ralph Peterson Family
Darlene Radke

Jeff Rapp

Dan & Laura Rodriguez & Family

Rondi Robbins
Judy Rogers & Benji
Randy Schacht
Carol Schlater
Cindy Stanley
Matthew Stark
Becky Sternal

Barbara Swan

Michael Taylor

Aaron & Cindi Thorson
Bob VanDuyn

Karen Henderson—VanDuyn
Doni Vest

Gudrun Vest

Christine Welch

Starr Wise

Greg & Carolyn Young

Please keep these members — and family and
friends - of First Lutheran in your prayers this
week. If you are requesting to have a name added
to the prayer list, please consult with that person
prior to making your request. Prayer requests
may be submitted by using a Connection Card (in
church) or by emailing teri@flccs.net.

FLCCS.NET - 15


http://flccs.net
mailto:teri@flccs.net

Worship and Study

TRADITIONAL WORSHIP
SUNDAYS IN THE SANCTUARY
8,9:30, AND 11 A.M.

QUARTERLY ADULT EDUCATION
Four times a year, we offer Adult Education
classes at a variety of times and on a wide range
of interesting topics. Be sure to read the

CONTEMPORARY WORSHIP Ekklesia for announcements and information
SUNDAYS IN THE WORSHIP CENTER about upcoming programs.
10:15 A.M.

WEDNESDAY BIBLE STUDY
WEDNESDAY NIGHT

THIS STUDY IS NOT MEETING DURING
WEDNESDAY NIGHT LIGHT IS NOW WEDNES- THE SUMMER.

DAY SMALL GROUPS AND WILL

RESUME AUGUST 19. MORE INFO TOCOME.  GENERATION TO REVELATION

FIRST LUTHERAN’S NEW PODCAST!
Find our podcast on YouTube, on the church
website, or anywhere you get your podcasts.

ONLINE WORSHIP

STREAMED LIVE AT 9:30 A.M.

Tune in on First Lutheran’s YouTube channel,
on the church website, or in the church app.

PASTORAL TEAM

The Rev. Travis Norton, Senior Pastor
The Rev. Carrie Baylis, Associate Pastor
The Rev. Michaela Eskew, Associate Pastor

NEXT SUNDAY’S SCRIPTURES
1Kings 19: 9 — 18
Romans10: 5-15
Matthew 17:1-8

FIRST LUTHERAN CHURCH
1515 N. CASCADE AVE.
COLORADO SPRINGS,
COLORADO 80907
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