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i’ve been thinking a lot about 
pastoral care at First Lutheran as 
we make the handoff of primary 
responsibilities back to Pastor Carrie 
upon her return from Sabbatical. We 
were blessed to have Colton Laptad 
doing his Clinical Pastoral Education 
and making hospital and home visits 
over the past three months. What 
timing! He finishes his work in that 
area this week. Than you for receiv-
ing him so well!
	 Pastoral Care is simply the exten-
sion of God’s care for those who are 
suffering through the body of Christ. 
It can happen through professional 
staff like pastors and also through 
trained volunteers like our Christian 
Caregivers. It gets its name from the 
intentional care pastors give and 
train others to give. However, it also 
is provided less formally whenever 
one Christian offers compassion, 
prayer and companionship to a fel-
low Christian who is suffering. When 

a Christian cares for another 
that is the church caring for 

someone.
	 As a church we 
organize this care in an 
effort to make sure nobody 

is neglected and everyone 
receives the care Christ has 

for the church. We do this by 
providing paid staff to keep 

track of those who are in 

need and by developing volunteer 
Christian caregivers to bring com-
munion and prayer. It’s a large and 
complex project for a congregation 
our size, but I’m proud of the way 
we prioritize this ministry. I know it 
hurts whenever care is needed and 
it isn’t received – and that certainly 
can happen for many reasons. This 
motivates me to continue to improve 
our processes, recruit and train more 
volunteers and constantly work to 
meet the needs of the congregation.
	 You can help by letting the church 
staff know, best through Teri Swan-
ner my assistant, when you are in 
the hospital, having surgery or just 
otherwise would like a visit from one 
of our pastors or volunteers. Another 
way to help is to receive Christian 
caregivers as well as pastors as part of 
the First Lutheran pastoral care  min-
istry. We are always looking for vol-
unteers who want to do visits, pray 
with people and share Holy Commu-
nion. If you would like to volunteer, 
please contact Pastor Carrie or Cheryl 
Mahon.
	 Pastoral care is a whole church 
effort and each one of us both gives 
and receives the care in Christ’s 
name. Whenever I get the chance to 
visit one of you in the hospital, or 
at death’s door or in your homes, I 
find myself standing on holy ground 
giving and receiving the love of God.
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Sunday’s Message
JULY 26, 2026

PSALM 119: THY WORD
LORI DUNCAN, MINISTER OF SPIRITUAL CARE

good morning, first lutheran tradition-
al! For those of you who don’t know me, my name 
is Lori Duncan, and I’m the Minister of Spiritual Care 
here at First Lutheran. On Sunday mornings you 
can usually find me upstairs in the Contemporary 
Service, sitting behind the drum kit, but today I get 
to be with you. It’s so very good to be here!
	 You may or may not know that First Lutheran has 
a podcast. Here’s a shameless plug: “Generation to 
Revelation Season 3, coming soon!” If you’ve listened 
to it, you’ve heard this story, but I’m telling it again, 
with Pastor Michaela’s permission.
	 Have you ever said something that felt clear to you 
at the time, only to find out later the person you were 
talking with didn’t hear it that way at all? 
	 As we were doing the podcast episode about mir-
acles, Pastor Michaela mentioned that she had been 
surprised to find out that I didn’t believe that Jesus 
had really physically resurrected. What?! “Shocked” 
doesn’t begin to describe my reaction! I absolute-
ly DO believe in Jesus’s physical resurrection, and 
I could not even begin to conceive of how I could 
have possibly communicated otherwise. “Why in the 
world do you think that, Pastor Michaela?!” I asked. 
	 She told me how, after an Easter message she 
preached a year or two before, she had commented to 
me in between services that theologian Martin Borg 
had said that his faith didn’t need a physically-res-
urrected Jesus; he would be fine if Jesus’s bones were 
found tomorrow. She herself, though, did NOT feel 
that way; she needed the resurrection to be true. And 
here is where that conversation between services that 
Easter went south.
	 As she was recounting the conversation during 

the podcast, I remembered that, at that point of 
the Easter conversation, since Jesus’s actual rising 
from the dead was such a given to me, my brain had 
fast-forwarded from Resurrection to Ascension. Did I 
communicate that, though? No!
	 What I did do was wonder aloud about where Je-
sus’s physical body is now, thinking in my head, “Did 
he just continue ascending? Is he out just a little far-
ther in space than Voyager now? Where exactly is the 
right hand of God, and how does a physical body sit 
there?” Silly “how many angels can dance on the head 
of a pin” – type stuff that had wandered through my 
mind at some point. But apparently all I had actually 
said to her was, “I wonder where his body is now?” 
	 So during the podcast, as I began to realize what 
had happened, I said, “Wait. Wait. I meant his resur-
rected body! Where is it now? You thought I meant 
his DEAD body? His DEAD BODY?!” Yeah. That’s 
what she thought I meant, and I can see why. I was 
horrified to find out that my words, that had felt 
so clear to me in the moment, had communicated 
something completely different to her!
	 It’s terrible when that happens. And it makes me 
wonder: How often might God feel misunderstood 
in what God has said to us? Not that God hasn’t com-
municated well – just that we have misunderstood.
	 Keeping that in the back of your mind, let’s think 
about our Psalm 119 text that says, “Your word is a 
lamp to my feet and a light for my path.” What is 
the story of Psalm 119? It is called The Great Psalm. 
One reason it’s called that is because it’s the longest 
chapter in the Bible – 176 verses. Another is because 
of its brilliant poetic form. We don’t know who 
wrote it, but the author went to great lengths in its 
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construction. It is structured as a 22-stanza alpha-
betic acrostic, with each stanza corresponding to a 
letter of the Hebrew alphabet and each verse in that 
section beginning with that letter. It’s just brilliant 
literary architecture! And what topic inspired such 
greatness, such deliberate and dedicated devotion? 
You probably know. God’s word; God’s law. Psalm 119 
is, essentially, a love song to God’s law and word. In 
it we read several synonyms for the word repeated in 
every stanza, including commands, word, law, ways, 
and precepts, each extolling the wonders of God’s 
word, God’s law and instruction for human beings.
	 But why? What was so great about God’s law and 
the story of Israel as opposed to all the other law 
codes and histories of the Ancient Near East? The 
Babylonian Code of Hammurabi didn’t inspire such 
majestic poetry.
 	 Perhaps it’s that the Hebrew law did not exist 
to defend any human ruler but to reveal a loving, 
eternal, and present Creator. Maybe it’s because the 
Torah reveals a gracious God full of compassion, slow 
to anger, abounding in steadfast love. Perhaps it’s 
that God’s law doesn’t show favoritism in Israel: oth-
er law codes have harsher punishments for the poor 
than the rich, but God’s law sees equal image-bearers. 
Or maybe’s it’s because God’s commands limit ven-
geance; unheard of in the ancient Near East! Could it 
be because the Lord’s precepts protect the alien and 
the vulnerable? “Treat foreigners well,” it says. “No 
child sacrifice allowed,” which other cultures did.
	 Maybe it’s all of the above, and much more. And 
maybe – just maybe – these are all good “laws” for us 
to remember today; lamps for our feet, lights on our 
paths in this often-dark world. 
	 We talk a lot, we Lutherans, about Law and Gospel, 
emphasizing, rightly, the Gospel. But it’s healthy to 
not forget that the entirety of God’s law is good and 
beautiful and is rooted in God’s loving character. Of 
course, it is better still to remember that the primary 
reason for the law is to point us to our need for the 
Living Word.
	 Our Gospel reading tells us that Jesus IS the Word 
made flesh, made one of us, made human. That’s an 
astonishing truth. And concerning the Law, Jesus 

himself tells us that he did not come to abolish it – 
and why not? Because it’s good – but to fulfill it (Matt 
5:17). So the law is completed – Psalm 119 finds its 
poetic fulfillment – n a Person; in Jesus Christ. Jesus 
is the living Word that completes and fulfills for us 
what the written law could not.
	 Like the Psalmist, we love all the scriptures, 
because without them we wouldn’t know Jesus, and 
knowing Jesus is, well, kind of the whole point, isn’t 
it? So Psalm 119 is spot on when stating the impor-
tance of God’s word. 
	 I feel like we need to talk a bit about what many of 
us think of when we hear the phrase, “God’s Word”: 
the Bible. 
	 I’ve had some interesting conversations with 
many of you about the Bible, and I’ve discovered that 
there’s a wide range of beliefs about it. Some of us 
hold a fairly literalist view, some of us a more meta-
phorical one. Some of us hold to scriptural inerrancy 
– that it is without any error – and some of us believe 
that it is God – inspired but human – written, so per-
haps there’s a flaw or two here and there. And there 
are any number of other nuanced views that span 
that divide, and beyond. 
	 One of the things I appreciate most about this 
church is that you are able to hold space for pretty 
widely differing views about all kinds of things with 
grace, and that includes how people view scripture. 
That doesn’t mean there’s wishy – washiness in your 
convictions; far from it! But it does mean that there 
is room for a wide swath of people to find a home 
here, to find a place of belonging, a place where open 
discussion on many topics can happen safely. It’s not 
all that common, and it matters. Thank you. 
	 One of my favorite ways to think about Scripture 
comes from Chris Webb’s book The Fire of the Word. 
In it, he describes being in his little chapel – his little 
sanctuary – that’s he’s created in the basement of his 
home. He mentions light coming from a flickering 
candle, and then he says this, “Yet there are other 
flames here; the thin pages of my Bible crackle as I 
turn them, as though fire is trapped under the ink.” 
Fire trapped under the ink. I love that image.
	 While I personally am no longer a literalist or an 
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“inerrant – st”—at least not in the sense that those 
words were given to me – I am fully convinced that, 
when approached on its own terms and with humili-
ty and wonder and openness and curiosity, the Bible 
is 100% inerrant in pointing beyond itself to the 
person of Jesus Christ, the Living Word. 
	 The Bible, just like God’s law, is good and beau-
tiful and a profound gift. But it does not exist for 
its own sake; it exists to point relentlessly to Jesus. 
I agree with these words from theologian Matthew 
Hester, “Scripture is sacred precisely because it 
points beyond itself to the living Christ. Every page 
bends toward him. Every shadow finds clarity in 
him. Every violent, confusing, and difficult image 
must eventually kneel before the crucified and risen 
revelation of God.” 
	 Somehow, the Spirit of God still burns in the 
Bible’s words as on the Day of Pentecost, forever il-
luminating the risen Christ – the Living Word – who 
never ceases calling us from death to life. The real 
point of reading the Bible is not for information, or 
not for more information, anyway. It is to encounter 
a living Person whose love and life will transform us 
for our own sakes and for the sake of the world.
	 So, do we want to join the Psalmist in discovering 
the beauty of God’s Word? If we do, and if we receive 
the view that Jesus is the Living Word, how might 
Psalm 119 help us?
	 Here’s one way. Every place Psalm 119 mentions 
a form of God’s word, we can swap and put Jesus 
there. Doing that, our section today reads like this:
105 [Jesus] is a lamp to my feet,
    [and] a light for my path.
106 I have taken an oath and confirmed it,
    that I will follow [Jesus].
107 I have suffered much;
    preserve my life, Lord, according to [Jesus].
108 Accept, Lord, the willing praise of my mouth,
    and teach me [Jesus].
109 Though I constantly take my life in my hands,
    I will not forget [Jesus].
110 The wicked have set a snare for me,
    but I have not strayed from [Jesus].

111 [Jesus is] my heritage forever;
    [Jesus is] the joy of my heart.
112 My heart is set on keeping [Jesus]
    to the very end.
Jesus is the joy of my heart, to the very end.
Was this the author’s intent for the Psalm? No, of 
course not. But is reading it this way harmful?
	 Paul the apostle, who wrote a good chunk of our 
New Testament, was willing to see Old Testament 
scriptures in a way outside of the author’s intent. 
In First Corinthians he applied an Old Testament 
law concerning the treatment of oxen to financially 
compensating ministers of the Gospel, saying, “Is it 
about oxen that God is concerned? Surely he says this 
for us, doesn’t he? Yes, this was written for us…” And 
Jesus himself rather famously reframed scripture. 
So I think it’s okay to sometimes – and carefully! – 
approach Scripture from an additional viewpoint to 
what the author intended.
	 When I consider approaching Scripture in such a 
different way – perhaps a more allegorical or mystical 
way – I keep these questions in mind:
    • Does viewing it this way contradict other scrip-
ture? 
    • Does it risk leading me outside of the overall nar-
rative arc of a loving God who is actively redeeming 
the world? 
    • Does this view align with the character of God as 
revealed in Christ? 
    • Might seeing it this way bring deeper healing into 
my life, which can then flow out to others? 
    • Might thinking about it this way form me into 
being more a gracious and less judgmental person, 
like Pastor Travis talked about last week?
    • Will it contribute to growth of the fruit of the 
Spirit in my life, shaping my behaviors to more fully 
align with the values I profess? 
    • Could reading it this way open me more to allow-
ing the text to master me instead of the other way 
around?
    • Ultimately, could it help make me more Christ-
like, growing in me deeper love of God and neigh-
bor? Sermon continued on p. 6
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SILENT RETREAT INFORMATION
In order for you to make an informed decision, here 
is some information regarding our upcoming silent 
retreat at Sacred Heart Retreat House in Sedalia, 
Colorado, from August 21st to August 22nd.
	 The Retreat House is located on a beautiful 
property at 4801 N State Hwy 67, Sedalia, CO 80135 
(sacredheartretreat.org), about an hour’s drive from 
First Lutheran. It is a silent retreat center, and, as 
such, silence is observed at all times (including meals) 
except in our dedicated meeting space. We will gather 
together there a few times throughout the retreat to 
debrief and communicate about our experience.
	 Accommodations are dormitory-style, with no 
private bathrooms; each floor has separate communal 
baths for men and women. If you need a room close 
to the bathrooms, let us know and we can request 
that. Rooms are single-occupancy, except for married 
couples, who will have a double bed. Wi-fi is available 
throughout the house.
	 We understand that communal baths might make 
an overnight stay difficult. If you’d like to just come 
for Friday evening, including dinner, the cost is $40. 
If you’d like to just come for the day on Saturday, 
with lunch included, the cost is $75.
	 Breakfast is served at 8 a.m., lunch at noon, and 
dinner at 5:30 p.m. Snacks, coffee, tea, water, etc. are 
always available. 
	 We are invited to schedule appointments with one 
of the center’s spiritual directors for an additional 
$20. If you’ve never tried spiritual direction, this is an 
opportunity to experiment and see if it is a practice 
that could help you grow in your relationship with 
God. We need to know as soon as possible if you are 
interested, so the center can be sure to have enough 
directors available.
	 We will have our schedule at the informational 
meeting on August 2 in the Fireside Room at 12:15 
and will answer any of your questions at that time. 
	 “Come with me by yourselves to a quiet place….” 
						      – Jesus 	

(Mark 6:31b)

In that light, is reading Psalm 119 with Jesus as the 
fulfillment of the beauty of God’s law and word 
harmful? I don’t think so. I encourage you to try 
reading the whole thing this way for yourself. Grant-
ed, it’s a bit clunky till you get used to swapping in 
“Jesus” for all the synonyms for “word,” and there are 
a couple of places it just doesn’t work, but I think it’s 
a worthwhile practice. Try it this week and see how 
Jesus might meet you there. See if maybe it sparks a 
bit of a flame, if maybe the Holy Spirit kindles a bit 
of fire, causing your heart to burn within you a bit as 
Jesus is revealed in new ways. 
	 God wants to be known by us, or God wouldn’t 
bother speaking to us at all, in any form. But God 
does speak. And God speaks to us in a way we can 
understand. A human way. THE human way, in the 
human person of Jesus. 
	 Jesus is what God has said to us; Jesus is what God 
is saying to us; Jesus is what God will always say to us. 
Jesus is the lamp to our feet and the light on our path 
on the journey of our lives. Amen.

Sermon continued from p. 5
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CHERYL’S
CORNER

HANDS WIDE OPEN
I’m writing to you from Rainbow 
Trail Lutheran Camp. I am blessed 
that my job as Minister of Congre-
gational Service includes one week 
to serve as a Camp Grandma each 
summer. The theme of camp this 
summer is Hands Wide Open and is 
based on Philippians 4:6-7: “Re-
joice in the Lord always; again I will 
say, Rejoice. Let your gentleness be 
known to everyone. The Lord is near. 
Do not worry about anything, but 
in everything by prayer and suppli-
cation with thanksgiving let your 
requests be made known to God.”
	 On Monday our Bible study 
centered on “being present.” We 
talked about coming just as we are 
before God as we become aware of 
ourselves, our actions, our emotions 
and the community around us. On 
Tuesday we took a look at anxiety in 
our lives and what that looks like in 

our relationship with God. Yester-
day we intentionally took time 

to focus on the things in our 
lives that we are thankful for 
and how gratitude can help 
us deal with the anxiety 
struggles in our lives. 
We got up at 5:10 a.m. 
this morning for a sun-
rise worship service on 

the ball field. We are all 
tired, but after a 

few “stand-up” songs and as the sky 
started filling with beautiful color, 
we were ready to listen about today’s 
theme of “prayer.” We learned about 
moving from our closed fists of 
anxiety, to cupped hands, to hands 
of prayer in our times of anxiety and 
struggle and the importance of tak-
ing time to pray and be with God.
	 Each morning during worship 
one counselor shares their testimony. 
I am touched by their vulnerabil-
ity and willingness to share their 
doubts, struggles, life changes, and 
examples of how God has walked 
with them through it all. It is heart-
warming to see how these various 
witness talks resonate with the high 
school campers. They realize that 
they are not alone in how they are 
feeling.
	 Tomorrow our Bible study will 
center on “peace” and understanding 
who we are as beloved children of 
God as we connect to God and pre-
pare to carry that connection home 
with open hands on Saturday.
	 Thank you for giving me the 
opportunity to be present with these 
high school campers and counselors. 
I have the joy of sharing my love of 
knitting with them, but more im-
portantly, I have the honor to listen 
to them, pray with them, and learn 
to live with my hands wide open.

cheryl mahon, minister of congregational service

http://flccs.net
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UPCOMING SCHEDULE
August 11 Paninos

1721 South 8th Street

August 25 Phantom Canyon
2 East Pikes Peak

September 8 Vaqueros Mexican Restau-
rant and Taqueria
9605 Prominent Point

September 22 Edelweiss German Restau-
rant, 34 East Ramona 

DINING OUT WITH FIRST LUTHERAN
SELECT TUESDAYS | 5:30 P.M.
VARIOUS RESTAURANTS
All are welcome to join this group, which meets at 
local restaurants on two Tuesdays of each month to 
enjoy various cuisines and fellowship. Reservations 
will be made two weeks in advance, so be sure to sign 
up early. To register, visit https://bit.ly/41Rh4ff

ALTAR FLOWERS
Altar flowers designated in memory or in honor of a 
loved one are now $100. 
Order flowers here: https://bit.ly/4nKyPYq

SINGLES – DINING OUT WITH 
FIRST LUTHERAN
This is a new small group just for singles! Carrie 
Lyne Mathiesen has graciously agreed to lead the 
group on a trial basis. We are starting with one din-
ner a month to see what kind of interest we get. We 
will make reservations for 7 p.m. on a given Thurs-
day each month. No partner? Come and join us for 
food, fellowship and a chance to meet new friends! 
Our August 13 dinner will be at 7 p.m. at Shuga’s, 
702 S. Cascade Avenue. 

Sign up here: https://bit.ly/4vgSaEP no later than 
August 6!
RESERVATIONS ARE MADE ONE WEEK IN 
ADVANCE.
CANCELLATIONS AFTER THAT DATE ARE DIS-
COURAGED.

WELCOME BACK BREAKFAST FOR 
SAND CREEK TEACHERS AND STAFF
School is back in session at Sand Creek International 
School!
As the partner church to Sand Creek, we will be host-
ing a Welcome Back Breakfast for the teachers and 
staff on Friday, August 7, and are looking for volun-
teers to provide food and to help in hosting. Food 
can be dropped off at the church Gathering Place 
kitchen by 4 p.m., Thursday, August 6, or brought 
to the school, Sand Creek International School, 550 
Sand Creek Dr., 80916 by 7:30 a.m. on Friday, August 
7. Sign up below to donate or to help: 
https://bit.ly/4f5TtPQ

2026/2027 SECRET ANGELS TO SAND 
CREEK INTERNATIONAL SCHOOL
As the church partner to Sand Creek International 
School (K-8), First Lutheran would like to assign 
a Secret Angel to each of the new teachers this 
2026/2027 school year. As an First Lutheran Secret 
Angel, we would like you to mail and/or drop off 
notes of encouragement and little gifts through-
out the year. When you sign up, we will provide 
you the name and email address of your teacher 
as well as a list of things that your teacher likes 
(favorite color, candy bar, author, etc.) to help you 
bless them throughout the school year. 
Sign up here:  https://bit.ly/3QIlQvx
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JULY INGATHERING
ONE NATION WALKING TOGETHER
Our focus will be on cleaning supplies, paper goods 
and hygiene products. Please leave items between the 
Gathering Place glass doors under the mural of Jesus 
Feeding the 5000. Items especially needed include toilet 
paper, paper towels, paper plates & bowls, ziplock 
bags of various sizes, feminine pads, and tampons. 
Non-perishable food is always a need so they wel-
come that, too.

SOFTBALL ANYONE? 
We are currently recruiting men 18+ for a fall softball 
league. Registration and roster need to be submit-
ted to park and rec by 7/31, so please sign up as soon 
as possible through the church app or call Chuck  
Anspach at 719.238.0208.
You may also sign up here: https://bit.ly/3TlGPF6

FIRST LUTHERAN RECEIVES 
RECOGNITION FROM LUTHERAN 
FAMILY SERVICES
First Lutheran Church is honored to be recognized 
by Lutheran Family Services Rocky Mountains for 
its partnership and ongoing commitment to serving 
neighbors in need throughout our community. This 
recognition celebrates the congregation’s generous 
support of Lutheran Family Services’ mission and the 
many ways First Lutheran members embody Christ’s 
love through service, compassion, and advocacy. We 
are grateful for this meaningful acknowledgment and 
proud to partner with an organization that changes 
lives every day.
	 The award will be presented at the 32nd An-
nual Innkeeper Dinner to be held on Thursday, 
September 17, 2026, at the United States Olympic 
and Paralympic Museum, 200 S. Sierra Madre St., 
Colorado Springs, Colorado. Cocktails begin at 5:30 
p.m. with the dinner and program starting at 6:30 
p.m. and an opportunity to enjoy the Olympic and 
Paralympic Museum after the events until 10 p.m.
	 As part of this recognition, as a sponsor of the 
event and because of a generous donor, First Luther-
an has over a dozen tickets to the Innkeeper Dinner, 
Lutheran Family Services’ annual fundraising, to 
give out . The evening will celebrate the impact of Lu-
theran Family Services’ ministries and raise support 
for their continued work across our region. If you 
are interested in attending and would like one of the 
available tickets, please contact Teri at teri@flccs.net 
no later than Thursday, August 13. We would love to 
have members of our congregation represented at 
this inspiring event.

SEEDS OF JOY GARDEN GROUP
Seeds of Joy meets every Saturday morning to main-
tain the flower beds on the First Lutheran campus. 
During the summer we meet at 9 a.m. to work 
before it gets too hot. You don’t have to be a Master 
Gardener to join, only have an interest, at any level, to 
help keep the gardens looking great.
We also meet on the third Wednesday of the month 
at 5:30 p.m. in the church library when we discuss 
progress of the flower beds and discuss issues with 
our own gardens. We also have a guest speaker. When 
we meet on August 19, our speaker will be Barbara 
Valenti of Colorado Springs Horticulture Arts So-
ciety who will present a program about their orga-
nization and their resources available to the public. 
Here is their Internet address hasgardens.org. All are 
welcome!

https://bit.ly/3TlGPF6
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THE
EMMAUS
WAY

Thinking he was the gardener, she said, “Sir, 
if you have carried him away, tell me where 
you have put him, and I will get him.”
Jesus said to her, “Mary.”

 –John 20:15b-16

As we encounter Jesus in a Garden 
today, keep in mind that humanity 
is now living outside of Eden. Read 
John 19:38-20:18, take a few deep 
breaths, and imagine the following:
	 Jesus is dead. You’ve watched 
this healer of the blind and deaf 
and brokenhearted, this welcomer 
of the outcast, be wrongly accused, 
tortured, murdered. Joseph and 
Nicodemus have prepared his body 
for burial, but Sabbath is looming, 
and they need a place to put him, 
immediately. And there, beside this 
horrible death, is a garden, and in 
that garden, a new, unused tomb. 
Jesus’ body was held in an “unused” 

space before: Mary’s womb. Can 
we remember, even here, that 

God miraculously opens 
wombs?
Later, in the darkness, a 
figure enters the garden. 
Can you make out Mary 
Magdalene as she finds 

her way to the tomb? Feel 
the early morning breeze 
as it stirs in the trees; smell 

the floral aroma released 
by the morning 

dew. Even in 
this tragic 

darkness, can you catch a sense of 
hope?
	 After the shock of discovering the 
tomb opened, and after being left 
alone as Peter and John have come 
and gone, watch as Mary looks into 
the empty tomb. What is she feeling 
as she does? Can you sense her 
heartbreak at not being able to find 
Jesus? Have you ever felt that he has 
somehow disappeared?
	 As Mary weeps, there in the 
garden, a figure stands behind her. 
Turning, she thinks she sees the 
gardener. She’s not wrong. And as 
she expresses her desire to find Jesus, 
he says her name, “Mary.” Right 
now, close your eyes, imagine Jesus 
standing before you, and hear him 
say your name. How does your heart 
respond, knowing that Jesus is alive 
and with you, calling your name?
	 Hear Jesus, in this garden, speak 
to a woman. See her take his words 
out into the world, so all can know 
that death is defeated, the serpent is 
crushed, and paradise can again be 
found!
	 Scholar Gail O’Day said this, 
“Once again the intimate and the 
cosmic conjoin: through the intima-
cy of Mary’s name, the reality of the 
resurrection is revealed.” The way 
into Eden has been re-opened by Je-
sus, the Good Gardener who defeated 
death and grafts us into himself, the 
true Tree of Life. Let’s be like Mary 
and share this incredible news.

lori duncan, minister of spiritual care

http://flccs.net
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MEN’S FELLOWSHIP AND STUDY 
GROUP 
The First Lutheran Men’s Fellowship and Study 
Group began a new study last week that will run 
through the rest of the summer and into the fall. 
It will feature a series of videos each week by the 
prominent English New Testament scholar, Pauline 
theologian, and Anglican bishop, N.T. Wright, the 
former Bishop of Durham, Lord Spiritual of the 
British Parliament and senior research fellow at 
Oxford. The study will span a large range of N.T. 
Wright’s writings and speaking on New Testament 
doctrine, perspectives on Paul, and the historical 
Jesus just to name a few. 

The Men’s group meets Thursday mornings in 
Luther Hall at 7:30 a.m. Members take turns bring-
ing breakfast and the coffee pot is always on. Men of 
all ages are welcome and welcomed.

DINNER FOR EIGHT 2026 – 2027
Singles and Couples are welcome to participate in 
Dinner For Eight 2026 – 2027. You will be invited to join 
one dinner party per month (September and Oc-
tober 2026, January and February 2027). You would 
host one of the four months at your home (or you 
can reserve the main level of the Peel House). If you 
are hosting, you will be asked to provide the main 
course. Visiting guests will be scheduled to bring 
the salad and bread, vegetable, or dessert. 
Deadline to register is July 31, 2026. Register on 
the Church app or at the Welcome Center Desk. The 
Dinner for Eight Schedule will be emailed out the first week of 
August.
You may also register here: https://bit.ly/4eOMcUs

AUGUST OWLS
HISTORY COLORADO CENTER 
US 250-CO150 TOUR – DENVER
Tuesday, August 4
Leave FLC: 8 a.m. – Tour Time: 10 a.m.
Return to First Lutheran: 3 p.m.
Cost: $ 25 (Payment required at time of registration)
Lunch: Rendezvous Café onsite, Dessert (if time) at 
Cheesecake Factory on the way home (pay on your 
own)

“Embark on an unforgettable journey through 
Colorado’s rich heritage as you explore the interactive 
exhibits and immersive experiences at the History 
Colorado Center in downtown Denver. From ancient 
cultures to modern communities, our exhibits show-
case the diverse narratives that have shaped Colorado. 
All will develop a deeper appreciation for our state’s 
vibrant past as they touch, see, and experience history 
like never before!”https://www.historycolorado.org/  
We will have a 1.5 hour guided tour of the following 
exhibits: Expedition 1776: Journey of Domingues & 
Escalante, 38th Star: Colorado Becomes the Centen-
nial State, and Moments that Made US.  We will then 
have time to visit other exhibits with a self-guided 
tour.  Please visit the website to view all exhibits and 
information. 

Sign Up Deadline: Thursday, July 30
Limit 40 Guests (Due to limit, all guests need to ride 
the church bus unless special arrangements are made 
through Candi. 

Please sign up by using the following link: 
https://bit.ly/3RhOjZh or by calling the church at 
719.632.8836.

https://bit.ly/4eOMcUs
https://bit.ly/3RhOjZh
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CALLING ALL MEN!
Every summer, we offer Men’s Chorus – an opportu-
nity for the men of First Lutheran to sing and enjoy 
fellowship together. Please consider singing with us! 
Rehearsals will be held in the Choir Room on two 
Thursdays: August 6 and 13, both at 7 p.m.; and 
we’ll sing for all three services on Sunday, August 
16. Any boy (Grade 8 or older) or man is welcome 
… and you don’t need to be a member of the choir 
to participate! For more information, contact Eric 
Wicks by email at eric@flccs.net.

CALLING ALL PAST CELEBRATION 
RINGERS
It has been several years since Celebration Ring-
er alumni have come together to ring and share 
memories, so let’s see if we can get a group together 
to play in church on Sunday, August 9. The plan 
is to rehearse on Saturday, August 8. Lunch will be 
provided during our rehearsal time. Please contact 
Joan Kuehn at jlynnkuehn@gmail.com for more 
information and if you are interested in ringing. 
Exact details of the weekend will be sent out the 
week of July 27. Also, please help spread the word 
to Celebration Ringers you know and let’s see how 
many bells we can ring!
Deacon Joan

OFFERING STATEMENTS COMING THIS 
WEEK
 Your statements will be emailed by the 31st. To 
make sure you receive them, please confirm that your 
email address in the church app is current. When 
you receive your statement, we ask that you review it 
carefully. If anything looks incorrect, please reach out 
to Yoshiko Anspach, Business Manager, at yoshiko@
flccs.net or 719.632.8836.

http://flccs.net
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In the Life of the Church …
Birthdays

August 3 Tom Bogard
Sarah Knox
Mary Rose
Jessica Weber
Don Wilkinson

August 4 Seamus Ransom

Ausust 5 Donna Lovelace-Flora

August 6 Avery Remund
Rich Wilbur

August 7 Sharon Cartwright
Elias Dzien

August 8 Ryan Kirby
Rod Kobilan
Debbie Thomas

August 9 Lori Duncan
Kellen Goode
Riley Loflin
Rachael Stanley

Anniversaries
August 3
Tom and Chris Crick 24 years

August 4
Chris and Susan Hansen 8 years
Chris and Vicki Lieber 36 years

August 6
JG and Kate McCall 15 years

August 7
John and Julie Beck 49 years

August 8
Jerry and Sandy Harkins 62 years
Molly and Matthew Kovarna 6 years
Jake and Rachel Sokol 17 years
Isaac and Ashlyn Warchol 8 years

August 9
Bob and Georgia Haberacker 68 years
Cris and Rick Waters 23 years
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Prayer Requests
Lannette Abbey
Beth Allen
Fred Bachmeier
Elmer Bauman
Tana Beall
Joan Boehm
Amy, Carol, Kaye, and 
	 Carrara Boone
Kyle Bradley
Brittany 
Bill & Barbara Brown
Bryon
Karl & Pam Cartwright
Tanya Charbonneau
Lindsay Chesla
John & Debbie Chlebus
Nell Clowder
Linda Collier
Rinda Dunson
The England Family
Alan Flinn
Corinne Gibson
The Gillmore Family
Leslie Giordano
Tad Goodenbour
Pam Goodhue 
Nola Gosch
Hannah
Private Steven Harris
Doug Hering
Ginger Hipszky
Jake Hodnett
Bill & Doreen Hulka
Sarah Iskra
Alan Jacobsen
Diane Jacobson
Josh Jones
Shirley Jones
Ann Junk
Jonas Kagarise
Tom Keilers

Kyong Kelley
Tami Kephart
Gaye Lynn Kielcheski
The Bob Kleemeier Family
Cindy Koger
Preston Lauscher
Jesse Lawrence & Family
Naomi Lehmkuhl
Timothy Lillich
Dayne Lindquist 
Bill Lipscomb
Irene Lopez
The Korrina Lopez Family
Jim Matthews
Nick McKibben & Family
Hugh McNeely
Galen Miller
Gwyn Miller-Olson
Brandon Miller & Family
Marilyn Miller 
Paul Moe
Michael Morarie
Tricia Muehlbauer
Wilma Nicolaisen
Robert Nielson
Cynthia Noone
Sam Norton
Gwyn Miller-Olson
The Mike Olsen Family
The Ostebo Family
Owen & Family
Jack & Judy Peterson
The Ralph Peterson Family
Darlene Radke
Jeff Rapp
Bonnie Rochette
Valerie Ann Romano
Randy Schacht
Cindy Stanley
Matthew Stark
Becky Sternal

Please keep these members – and family and 
friends  – of First Lutheran in your prayers this 
week. If you are requesting to have a name added 
to the prayer list, please consult with that person 
prior to making your request. Prayer requests 
may be submitted by using a Connection Card (in 
church) or by emailing teri@flccs.net.

In Remembrance of

Ralph Peterson
Helen Peterson’s husband; Jeff 
and Kurt’s father; Marta and Lori’s 
father-in-law; grandfather of two; 
whose memorial service will be at a 
later date here at First Lutheran.
Date of death: July 27, 2026

Martie Stott
Barbara Swan
Michael Taylor
Aaron & Cindi Thorson
Bob VanDuyn
Karen Henderson-VanDuyn
Doni Vest
Gudrun Vest
Christine Welch
Diane Wilkerson
Starr Wise
Greg & Carolyn Young

http://flccs.net
mailto:teri@flccs.net


Worship and Study
TRADITIONAL WORSHIP
SUNDAYS IN THE SANCTUARY
8, 9:30, AND 11 A.M.

CONTEMPORARY WORSHIP
SUNDAYS IN THE WORSHIP CENTER
10:15 A.M.

WEDNESDAY NIGHT
WEDNESDAY NIGHT LIGHT IS NOW WEDNES-
DAY SMALL GROUPS AND WILL 
RESUME AUGUST 19. MORE INFO TO COME.

ONLINE WORSHIP
STREAMED LIVE AT 9:30 A.M.
Tune in on First Lutheran’s YouTube channel, 
on the church website, or in the church app.

QUARTERLY ADULT EDUCATION
Four times a year, we offer Adult Education 
classes at a variety of times and on a wide range 
of interesting topics. Be sure to read the 
Ekklesia for announcements and information 
about upcoming programs.

WEDNESDAY BIBLE STUDY
THIS STUDY IS NOT MEETING DURING 
THE SUMMER. 

GENERATION TO REVELATION
FIRST LUTHERAN’S NEW PODCAST!
Find our podcast on YouTube, on the church 
website, or anywhere you get your podcasts.

PASTORAL TEAM
The Rev. Travis Norton, Senior Pastor
The Rev. Carrie Baylis, Associate Pastor
The Rev. Michaela Eskew, Associate Pastor

NEXT SUNDAY’S SCRIPTURES
Isaiah 55: 1 – 5
Pslm 145: 14 – 21
Matthew 4: 18 – 22

first lutheran church
1515 n. cascade ave.
colorado springs,
colorado 80907
719.632.8836
flccs.net

http://flccs.net

