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FROM
THE
PASTOR

THE YOUTH SERVICE TRIP TO SAN 
JUAN, PUERTO RICO
what an amazing week full of 
intense challenges as well as significant 
moments of cross-cultural connection. 
I’ll start with the heat and humidity 
that hit us like a tidal wave the second 
we stepped out to get our rental cars. 
It proved to be our biggest challenge, 
making the work sites exhausting. One 
group of six youth and three adults, in 
particular, had to wear pants all week 
due to environmental exposures at their 
site. They were the real champions!!
	 With many bottles of Gatorade and 
electrolyte powders, we were able to 
scrape and paint a house, paint new 
parking lines at a subsidized housing 
for the elderly, and clean up a donat-
ed (but very unkempt) lot for a new 
church to be built in a neighborhood 
in Caguas. Throughout the week one 
group was blessed with the opportunity 
to partner with a group of youth from 
all around the island. This church has 
fourteen church plants all over Puerto 
Rico and every summer the youth in 
these churches are blended together and 
broken into small groups for two weeks 
each to serve in local mission work. We 
were able to do some hard work with 
them, worship with them, and then on 
Thursday a group of six youth and two 
adults even did some street evangelism 
with the youth by handing out free 
groceries at a government affordable 
housing apartment complex and praying 
with those that requested prayer.
	 Throughout the week we also were 
able to soak in the beauty and culture 
of Puerto Rico. We began our week with 
time at the beach and getting adventur-

ous in our nearby supermarket. 	
Have you heard of Limbel?! They are 
frozen smoothies in a variety of differ-
ent tropical and sweet flavors and we of 
course had to try them all! On Monday 
we learned Salsa, Merengue, Bomba, and 
Plena (their folk dancing). On Tuesday, 
we worshipped with the Spanish church 
we were serving alongside  – Catacum-
ba. On Wednesday, we had a cultural 
speaker come and teach us the history of 
Puerto Rico and even a brief look at the 
current political desires of Puerto Ri-
cans, which vary from staying a territory, 
wanting statehood, and wanting full 
independence. Then on Thursday, we 
went back to the beach to cool off after 
all our service days were complete.
	 We opened each day in devotional 
time and closed each day in worship and 
time together as a church. On our last 
night, we did a footwashing ceremony 
where the adult leaders had their feet 
washed by our Youthworks hosts (the 
company that lead us all week), then the 
adult leaders offered to wash the feet 
of willing teenagers. To our shock and 
honor we were able to wash the feet of 
seven of our youth and pray over them. 
After footwashing, we followed the 
tradition of Jesus and took commu-
nion together. It was a beautiful 
moment and a place where Jesus 
really tied up the week for many of 
our youth.
	 It is my honor and privilege to 
take these amazing youth 
each summer to different 
locations all over this 
country. Many of them 
I have seen grow into 
disciples of Christ t

cont. p. 5 
PASTOR MICHAELA ESKEW, ASSOCIATE PASTOR
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Sunday’s Message
JULY 19, 2026

MATTHEW 13:24-30, 26-43
PASTOR TRAVIS NORTON

what are we supposed to do with evil and evil-
doers in the world? More specifically what are Jesus’ 
followers supposed to do with evil and evildoers in 
the world? Instinctively, I want to say that our job is 
to fight evil, to root it out and punish evildoers. But 
Jesus seems to be teaching something very different 
in this parable of the weeds and the wheat. Parables 
are meant to shock us out of simplistic thinking. 
Jesus often told stories that had surprising twists and 
endings inviting us to reconsider our ideas about the 
world. So, if you went into this reading today think-
ing that the world is a battleground between good 
and evil and the good are supposed to fight the evil, 
you might find yourself confused. Jesus makes up a 
story to challenge this kind of thinking. A field was 
planted with wheat and in the middle of the night 
an enemy threw weed seeds in the field. When both 
started to grow the workers recognized the weeds and 
suggested to the owner that they tear them out. That 
seems reasonable; isn’t that what we do with weeds in 
our gardens or grass? When dandelions appear, I go 
to Lowe’s and look for spray that kills dandelions and 
not grass. I ignore all pleas to save the dandelions for 
the bees and I go to town. When weeds appear among 
our flowers here at church, you’ll see the Seeds of Joy 
group on hands and knees carefully pulling out the 
weeds to protect the flowers. When weeds sprout 
near my wife’s tomato plant you can be sure she is 
quick to pull them up. So, it’s shocking when Jesus 
tells a story about an owner commanding the work-
ers to leave the weeds alone. In fact, he tells them they 
will never deal with the weeds he has other people, 
the reapers, who will separate weeds from wheat at 
the harvest. It’s a story meant to shock. What kind 

of idiot farmer lets weeds grow in his field? Others 
might recognize the wisdom of the owner protect-
ing the wheat from workers unskilled in separating 
weeds and from wheat. There is a kind of weed that 
looks so much like wheat that it is impossible to tell 
the difference until the harvest. But still the story is 
unnerving when Jesus gives the interpretation that 
the weeds are the children of the devil and all causes 
of evil. Jesus is telling his followers to stand down, to 
simply wait until the final judgment rather than root 
out evil from the world.
	 The church hasn’t always followed his advice. 
Throughout history followers of Jesus, especially 
when they get political or cultural power have taken 
it on themselves to root out evil. The results have 
been disastrous. We name their efforts in shame: the 
Spanish Inquisition, the Salem Witch Trials, Mc-
Carthyism and the Red Scare. Even today’s battles 
over sexuality and gender have led some Christians 
to condemn, shame, and push faithful people out 
of Christ’s church. Other Christians, in the effort to 
create a more just and inclusive community, have 
treated those with traditional beliefs as weeds to be 
removed rather than brothers and sisters to be loved. 
Many of you have experienced this firsthand and have 
come to the Lutheran church for refuge. Whenever 
the church has decided to purge the world of evil, we 
have not only failed to accomplish that goal but also 
hurt the faithful in the process.
	 So, what are we supposed to do? Are we supposed 
to be passive about sin and evil in the world? Are we 
supposed to just sit idly by? You can see why Jesus 
was crucified; everything he taught was disturbing 
and difficult to understand let alone follow. But look 

http://flccs.net
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closer at what Jesus is aiming for here. The reason he 
urges his followers not to go on purity campaigns is 
because he is protecting the children of the Kingdom. 
Jesus is the Sower in the field of the world scattering 
seed to grow disciples who will follow him and be 
salt and light to the world. Remember, Matthew’s 
gospel started with the Beatitudes and the blessing 
of the poor in spirit, the meek, the mourning, those 
hungering and thirsting for righteousness. Jesus is 
protective of his disciples and the tender shoots of 
faith of those who are responding to the good news. 
He knows that those who believe, especially when 
they are new in their faith and growing, can be easily 
damaged by judgmental Christians bent on policing 
sin and rooting out evil. And it’s not that Jesus is 
unconcerned with sin, he urges his disciples to have 
a righteousness that exceeds that of the Pharisees. In 
the Beatitudes he says it’s not enough to not mur-
der or not commit adultery or love your friends, he 
expects his followers to refrain from even insulting 
people or lusting after them. He calls his followers to 
love their enemies. Jesus has high standards for his 
followers, but part of that is to refrain from judging 
the righteousness of others. Jesus said, “Be perfect 
as your Father in heaven is perfect,” and he also said, 
“Do not judge so that you may not be judged.” Part 
of our pursuit of righteousness then means that we 
fight against the judgmental spirit that tempts us all. 
I know it’s in me. I pretty much think I’m right about 
everything, which means if you disagree with me, I 
want to judge you, condemn you, even name you as 
part of the problem with the world. I am tempted 
to believe in the lie that the world would be a much 
better place if everyone agreed with me and did what 
I think is right. The point of Jesus’ parable is not that 
evil doesn’t exist or that it shouldn’t be resisted. Evil 
is real, sin is real and Christians are called to contend 
against it. But we have to do so with great humility, 
recognizing ultimately only God can judge. We have 
to trust that if God refrains, he has a reason. Maybe 
the people we think are weeds have potential for 
repentance and faith that only God sees. If God is 
patient and waiting until the final judgment then 
we have to be patient, too, trusting in God rather 

than ourselves. In the meantime, this teaching of 
Jesus encourages us to shift our focus. We contend 
against evil in the world, not by rooting it out, but by 
focusing on growing the wheat. That is by focusing 
on sharing the good news of Jesus, living out the Be-
atitudes, and working to bring more people to faith 
in Jesus.
	 Jesus told us, “The harvest is plentiful, but the 
laborers are few, therefore, ask the Lord of the harvest 
to send out laborers into his field.”  When our focus 
shifts to making disciples and living as disciples then 
we are aligned with how Jesus lived in this world. 
Jesus preached the good news, healed the sick, fed the 
hungry, taught about the things of God and told the 
truth about sin and evil to those in power. He forgave 
sin and welcomed sinners into his company. He 
always believed in the power of transformation and 
repentance and return to God.
	 That is how we follow him today, not by purging 
evil from the world or the church, but by becoming 
more obedient to him ourselves and nurturing faith 
in others. Many people who are coming to First Lu-
theran Church come with bruises and wounds from 
previous churches bent on pulling weeds rather than 
following Christ. Our job is to nurture the growth of 
faith in one another, tenderly caring for each other by 
teaching the scriptures, and praying and serving and 
loving one another. Some who are coming here come 
from churches that had litmus tests to decide who 
was truly Christian or not. One man shared with me 
that he had this fear of God that was instilled in him, 
and he always doubted his salvation and whether 
he was obedient enough to be saved. But he came to 
First Lutheran and heard about a God of grace and 
patience and love, and it is healing him. Other litmus 
tests include being born again or speaking in tongues 
or baptized as adults. They come here wondering if 
they are welcome and included, or if we have some 
other litmus tests to determine the genuineness of 
their faith. 
	 I hope our church can be a place where the focus 
is not on identifying weeds and wheat but rath-
er nurturing faith with the gospel of Jesus. I hope 
our church can be a place where every person who 
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comes is not judged or categorized as in or out but 
loved and served with good news of God’s love and 
forgiveness won through Jesus’ death and resurrec-
tion. Jesus tells this parable to turn our attention to 
raising the children of the kingdom. There is a judg-
ment at the end of this life; weeds and wheat will be 
identified and Jesus will deal with each accordingly. 
I want to spend my life working for that day when as 
Jesus says, “The righteous will shine like the sun in 
the Kingdom of their father.”
	 I’ve spent the last two weeks with Mike Olsen, a 
member of our church who is dying, and will likely 
die this week. As I spent time with his family talking 
about his life, his righteousness shines like the sun. 
A man who served his church, who loved all people 
equally, and followed Jesus’ command not to judge. 
When I saw him on Friday, he was having visions of 
heaven. He said, “I see the host of people, so many 
people.” He repeated “I believe, I believe.” I want our 
church to be in the business of helping people shine 
on that day when they enter the kingdom of heaven. 
I believe the harvest is plentiful, our neighbors 
and friends, our children and grandchildren, the 
people of Colorado Springs. Let’s work to help them 
understand that they are loved by their creator, that 
God has good things for them, that Jesus died for us 
and for them to forgive us, cleanse us and welcome 
us fully into his kingdom, that salvation is a gift of 
grace, not something to be earned or deserved but 
something freely given by a generous God. We put 
our focus on the wheat, on nurturing faith and rais-
ing up followers of Jesus. Let’s work for the harvest at 
the end of days when we will cheer and celebrate for 
all those who Jesus brings into his eternal kingdom.

From the Pastor, cont.from p.2
through word and deed over many summers together. We 
have a good group of youth and I am always amazed to 
see how Christ works in, with, and through them. I also 
cannot close this article without a huge thanks to the other 
adults that voluntarily gave their free time this summer 
to serving in heat and humidity with a dozen teenagers. 
Thank you, Julie Wick, Betsy and John Tuma and, of 
course, the goofy ministry of Colton Laptad.

http://flccs.net
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SILENT RETREAT INFORMATION
In order for you to make an informed decision, here 
is some information regarding our upcoming silent 
retreat at Sacred Heart Retreat House in Sedalia, 
Colorado, from August 21st to August 22nd.
	 The Retreat House is located on a beautiful 
property at 4801 N State Hwy 67, Sedalia, CO 80135 
(sacredheartretreat.org), about an hour’s drive from 
First Lutheran. It is a silent retreat center, and, as 
such, silence is observed at all times (including meals) 
except in our dedicated meeting space. We will gather 
together there a few times throughout the retreat to 
debrief and communicate about our experience.
	 Accommodations are dormitory-style, with no 
private bathrooms; each floor has separate communal 
baths for men and women. If you need a room close 
to the bathrooms, let us know and we can request 
that. Rooms are single-occupancy, except for married 
couples, who will have a double bed. Wi-fi is available 
throughout the house.
	 We understand that communal baths might make 
an overnight stay difficult. If you’d like to just come 
for Friday evening, including dinner, the cost is $40. 
If you’d like to just come for the day on Saturday, 
with lunch included, the cost is $75.
	 Breakfast is served at 8 a.m., lunch at noon, and 
dinner at 5:30 p.m. Snacks, coffee, tea, water, etc. are 
always available. 
	 We are invited to schedule appointments with one 
of the center’s spiritual directors for an additional 
$20. If you’ve never tried spiritual direction, this is an 
opportunity to experiment and see if it is a practice 
that could help you grow in your relationship with 
God. We need to know as soon as possible if you are 
interested, so the center can be sure to have enough 
directors available.
	 We will have our schedule at the informational 
meeting on August 2 and will answer any of your 
questions at that time. 
	 “Come with me by yourselves to a quiet place….” 
						      – Jesus 	

(Mark 6:31b)

AUGUST OWLS
HISTORY COLORADO CENTER 
US 250-CO150 TOUR – DENVER
Tuesday, August 4
Leave FLC: 8 a.m. – Tour Time: 10 a.m.
Return to First Lutheran: 3 p.m.
Cost: $ 25 (Payment required at time of registration)
Lunch: Rendezvous Café onsite, Dessert (if time) at 
Cheesecake Factory on the way home (pay on your 
own)

“Embark on an unforgettable journey through 
Colorado’s rich heritage as you explore the inter-
active exhibits and immersive experiences at the 
History Colorado Center in downtown Denver. 
From ancient cultures to modern communities, our 
exhibits showcase the diverse narratives that have 
shaped Colorado. All will develop a deeper appreci-
ation for our state’s vibrant past as they touch, see, 
and experience history like never before!”https://
www.historycolorado.org/  We will have a 1.5 hour 
guided tour of the following exhibits: Expedition 
1776: Journey of Domingues & Escalante, 38th Star: 
Colorado Becomes the Centennial State, and Mo-
ments that Made US.  We will then have time to visit 
other exhibits with a self-guided tour.  Please visit 
the website to view all exhibits and information. 

Sign Up Deadline: Thursday, July 30
Limit 40 Guests (Due to limit, all guests need to 
ride the church bus unless special arrangements are 
made through Candi. 

Please sign up by using the following link: 
https://bit.ly/3RhOjZh or by calling the church at 
719.632.8836.

https://bit.ly/3RhOjZh


flccs.net  •  7

CHERYL’S
CORNER

THERE WILL BE 66 PEOPLE 
SERVING FOR WORSHIP 
ON SUNDAY
During special seasons, there are 
even more. What do they do and 
when do they serve?
7:15 a.m.
    • (2) arrive to prepare Communion 
for three traditional worship services.
7:20 a.m.
    • (2) arrive to brew coffee, slice 
sourdough bread, wash fruit and 
prepare for the receptions following 
the 8 and 9:30 a.m. services.
7:30 a.m.
    • (1) Usher Coordinator, (4) Greet-
ers, and (4) Ushers arrive to welcome 
members and visitors to the 8 a.m. 
traditional worship service. The Ush-
er Coordinator supports the ushers, 
takes headcount, gives directions 
to childcare/restrooms, watches for 
emergencies, etc. Greeters welcome 
with a smile/handshake and assist 

with check-in kiosks. Ushers hand 
out bulletins, collect offering, 

and invite the congregation 
forward for Communion.
    • (2) Worship assistants 
report to the Sacristy. They 
light the candles during 
the prelude, hand-out 
and collect the offering 
plates to and from the 
ushers, serve the wine/

grape juice during 
Communion, 

and extinguish 
the candles 

during the closing hymn.
7:50 a.m.
    • (1) Lighting/Sound Engineer takes 
their seat in the Sanctuary.
9:00 a.m.
    • (1) Welcome Center Host gives 
directions, answers questions and 
helps people sign up for events on 
the Welcome Center iPad.
    • (1) Usher Coordinator, (4) Greet-
ers, and (4) Ushers arrive for the 9:30 
a.m. traditional worship service.
    • (2) Worship assistants and (1) 
Communion assistant report to the 
Sacristy. The Communion assistant 
serves bread during Communion.
9:20 a.m.
    • (1) Lighting/Sound Engineer takes 
their seat in the Sanctuary.
    • (1) Live Stream Camera Operator 
and (1) Live Stream Sound Engineer 
arrive to the Live Stream room.
9:45 a.m.
    • (3) Volunteers greet those attend-
ing the 10:15 a.m. Contemporary 
worship service. One person helps 
direct people from the main level to 
the Worship Center on the second 
floor. Two others help people check-
in at the kiosks.
9:50 a.m.
    • (1) Volunteer helps prepare the 
Communion for the Contemporary 
worship service.
10:30 a.m.
    • (2) People arrive to reset the Com-
munion on the altar for the 11 a.m. 
traditional worship service. They will 
return after the service to clean up.

cheryl mahon, minister of congregational service

cont on p. 9
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UPCOMING SCHEDULE
August 11 Paninos

1721 South 8th Street

August 25 Phantom Canyon
2 East Pikes Peak

September 8 Vaqueros Mexican Restau-
rant and Taqueria
9605 Prominent Point

September 22 Edelweiss German Restau-
rant, 34 East Ramona 

DINING OUT WITH FIRST LUTHERAN
SELECT TUESDAYS | 5:30 P.M.
VARIOUS RESTAURANTS
All are welcome to join this group, which meets at 
local restaurants on two Tuesdays of each month to 
enjoy various cuisines and fellowship. Reservations 
will be made two weeks in advance, so be sure to sign 
up early. To register, visit https://bit.ly/41Rh4ff

ALTAR FLOWERS
Altar flowers designated in memory or in honor of a 
loved one are now $100. 
Order flowers here: https://bit.ly/4nKyPYq

SINGLES – DINING OUT WITH 
FIRST LUTHERAN
This is a new small group just for singles! Carrie 
Lyne Mathiesen has graciously agreed to lead the 
group on a trial basis. We are starting with one din-
ner a month to see what kind of interest we get. We 
will make reservations for 7 p.m. on a given Thurs-
day each month. No partner? Come and join us for 
food, fellowship and a chance to meet new friends! 
Our August 13 dinner will be at 7 p.m. at Shuga’s, 
702 S. Cascade Avenue. 

Sign up here: https://bit.ly/4vgSaEP no later than 
August 6!
RESERVATIONS ARE MADE ONE WEEK IN 
ADVANCE.
CANCELLATIONS AFTER THAT DATE ARE DIS-
COURAGED.

Continued from p.7

    • (2) People arrive to host the Coffee Reception 
following both the 9:30 and 11 a.m. services. They 
replenish food as needed and clean up the kitchen.
    • Second (1) Welcome Center Host serves both be-
fore and after the 11 a.m. service.
    • (1) Usher Coordinator, (4) Greeters, and (4) Ushers 
arrive for the 11 a.m. traditional worship service.
    • (2) Worship assistants report to the Sacristy.
    • (3) Communion assistants help serving Commu-
nion at the Contemporary service.
    • (3) Count Team volunteers count/record this day’s 
gifts.
10:50 a.m.
    • (1) Lighting/Sound Engineer takes their seat in the 
Sanctuary.
12:00 p.m.
    • (1) Volunteer takes home any soiled albs (robes) to 
wash.
    • (3) Volunteers take home up to six soiled table-
cloths to wash.
    • (2) Volunteers fill vases with flowers from the altar 
arrangement and deliver them to hospitalized or 
homebound members.
    • (1) Person tidies the pews in our Sanctuary and 
replenishes Connection cards, pencils, giving enve-
lopes, etc.
Let cheryl@flccs.net know if you’d like to be one of 
the 66!

http://flccs.net
http://bit.ly/41Rh4ff
http://bit.ly/41Rh4ff
http://bit.ly/41Rh4ff
http://bit.ly/41Rh4ff
http://bit.ly/41Rh4ff
http://bit.ly/41Rh4ff
http://bit.ly/41Rh4ff
http://bit.ly/41Rh4ff
https://bit.ly/4nKyPYq
https://bit.ly/4vgSaEP 
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JULY INGATHERING
ONE NATION WALKING TOGETHER
Our focus will be on cleaning supplies, paper goods 
and hygiene products. Please leave items between the 
Gathering Place glass doors under the mural of Jesus 
Feeding the 5000. Items especially needed include toilet 
paper, paper towels, paper plates & bowls, ziplock 
bags of various sizes, feminine pads, and tampons. 
Non-perishable food is always a need so they wel-
come that, too.

TRAIL TREKKERS
THURSDAYS, 8 A.M.
JUNE, JULY AND AUGUST
Open to anyone capable of a 3 – 6 mile hike. For 
details about each week’s hike, please contact Judy at 
719.641.3251 or Jane at 309.263.2961.

SOFTBALL ANYONE? 
We are currently recruiting men 18+ for a fall softball 
league. Registration and roster need to be submitted 
to park and rec by 7/24, so please sign up as soon as 
possible through the church app or call Chuck  Ans-
pach at 719.238.0208.
You may also sign up here: https://bit.ly/3TlGPF6

PAUSE IN GIVING ENVELOPES
Over the past several weeks, Cathedral Letter Con-
cepts has heard from many of their church customers 
regarding mailing delays and the challenges they 
create for both church staff and parishioners. They 
appreciate our feedback and have carefully considered 
the best path forward. 
Based on what they have heard from churches, they 
would like to offer the following solution. As they 
continue working to improve their production and 
mailing schedules, the mailing of your July offertory 
envelopes will be delayed. Rather than receiving July 
envelopes late, they believe this is an opportunity to 
reset their schedule by skipping July envelopes and 
resume regular mailings with your August envelope 
packets. For your convenience, you can find generic 
giving envelopes in the pews.

FIRST LUTHERAN RECEIVES 
RECOGNITION FROM LUTHERAN 
FAMILY SERVICES
First Lutheran Church is honored to be recognized 
by Lutheran Family Services Rocky Mountains for 
its partnership and ongoing commitment to serving 
neighbors in need throughout our community. This 
recognition celebrates the congregation’s generous 
support of Lutheran Family Services’ mission and the 
many ways First Lutheran members embody Christ’s 
love through service, compassion, and advocacy. We 
are grateful for this meaningful acknowledgment and 
proud to partner with an organization that changes 
lives every day.
	 The award will be presented at the 32nd Annual 
Innkeeper Dinner to be held on Thursday, September 
17, 2026, at the United States Olympic and Paralympic 
Museum, 200 S. Sierra Madre St., Colorado Springs, 
Colorado. Cocktails begin at 5:30 p.m. with the din-
ner and program starting at 6:30 p.m. and an oppor-
tunity to enjoy the Olympic and Paralympic Museum 
after the events until 10 p.m.
	 As part of this recognition, as a sponsor of the 
event and because of a generous donor, First Luther-
an has over a dozen tickets to the Innkeeper Dinner, 
Lutheran Family Services’ annual fundraising, to 
give out . The evening will celebrate the impact of Lu-
theran Family Services’ ministries and raise support 
for their continued work across our region. If you 
are interested in attending and would like one of the 
available tickets, please contact Teri at teri@flccs.net 
no later than Thursday, August 13. We would love to 
have members of our congregation represented at 
this inspiring event.

https://bit.ly/3TlGPF6
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THE
EMMAUS
WAY

“It is the breath of God that you breathe – 
and you are unaware of it.”

 – Theophilus of Antioch

Please read Genesis 2, focusing on the 
creation of human beings.

Imagine yourself standing on dusty, 
barren land. A mist begins rising 
from the earth, moistening the 
ground. Can you get a sense of that 
earthy smell? Now, right in front of 
you, the moistened dust miraculous-
ly begins to be molded into a form; 
you know it is God at work. A head, 
torso, and arms and legs take shape, 
and then skin appears on the surface 
of the dust – but it’s pale, unalive 
skin. Suddenly, you hear an intake of 
divine breath, and then, right over 
the body of the new man, an exhale 
into the man’s nostrils. Watch as 
color comes into the man’s face, runs 

down his neck, spreads across his 
chest and down into his arms, 

floods down his torso into 
his legs, and finally down 
through the tips of his 
toes. Watch as he opens 
his eyes and sees God.

This divine breath is ne-
shamah, a word strictly used 
to denote the life-giving 

breath that God personally imparts 
only into humans, elevating them to 
a conscious, living being, set apart 
from the animals. Stop for a moment 
here, and take a few deep breaths, 
now with awareness that “it is the 
breath of God that you breathe.”

Now hear God say, “It is not good for 
the man to be alone.” Realize that, 
somehow, as a created being, even 
full access to God did not assuage 
the man’s need for a companion 
who was like him. We are created for 
communion and community with 
each other, but we know that, on 
this side of the Garden, community 
can wound us. Pray and ask if God is 
inviting you to take steps to receive 
healing for past wounds.

While the man is in an induced deep 
sleep, watch as God takes from his 
side the material he needs to form 
an ezer kenegdo. An ezer is a strong help 
and is a word God later uses of him-
self – sixteen times – when God helps 
Israel; a kenegdo is an equal partner, 
standing side by side to support, or, 
when needed, face to face to chal-
lenge. God surely animates her with 
neshamah as well.

lori duncan, minister of spiritual care

http://flccs.net
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MEN’S FELLOWSHIP AND STUDY 
GROUP 
The First Lutheran Men’s Fellowship and Study 
Group is beginning a new study this week that will 
run through the rest of the summer and into the 
fall. It will feature a series of videos each week by the 
prominent English New Testament scholar, Pauline 
theologian, and Anglican bishop, N.T. Wright, the 
former Bishop of Durham, Lord Spiritual of the 
British Parliament and senior research fellow at 
Oxford. The study will span a large range of N.T. 
Wright’s writings and speaking on New Testament 
doctrine, perspectives on Paul, and the historical 
Jesus just to name a few. 

The Men’s group meets Thursday mornings in 
Luther Hall at 7:30 a.m. Members take turns bring-
ing breakfast and the coffee pot is always on. Men of 
all ages are welcome and welcomed.

DINNER FOR EIGHT 2026 – 2027
Singles and Couples are welcome to participate in 
Dinner For Eight 2026 – 2027. You will be invited to join 
one dinner party per month (September and October 
2026, January and February 2027). You would host one 
of the four months at your home (or you can reserve 
the main level of the Peel House). If you are hosting, 
you will be asked to provide the main course. Visiting 
guests will be scheduled to bring the salad and bread, 
vegetable, or dessert. 
Deadline to register is July 31, 2026. Register on the 
Church app or at the Welcome Center Desk. The Din-
ner for Eight Schedule will be emailed out the first week of August.
You may also register here: https://bit.ly/4eOMcUs

https://bit.ly/4eOMcUs


flccs.net  •  13

QUIZ FOR A CAUSE  
TRIVIA 
NIGHT!

| LFSRM.ORG

Join us for a fun night with friends to connect and make a difference locally. The 
evening supports programs of Lutheran Family Services Rocky Mountains (LFSRM) – 

refugee resettlement, foster care, and crisis respite care. 

Snacks provided | Alcoholic & non-alcoholic drinks available for purchase.

Goat Patch Brewing Company: 2727 N. Cascade Ave. #123 | Colorado Springs 80907

Thursday,
July 30
7:00 -

9:00 pm

Goat Patch
Brewing

Company

Apple Pay, Paypal, 
Venmo or Credit/

Debit Card 
accepted

Suggested Donation:  
$10-$20  per person  
(Pay what you can!)

Let us know you’re coming
(Not required, but 

appreciated!)

Learn more about
Lutheran Family Services

Rocky Mountains

Serving children & 
families in the 

Rocky Mountain 
region since 1948.

Fun for a good cause! Bring a team!
Questions?  britton.varn@lfsrm.org

http://flccs.net
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In the Life of the Church …
Birthdays

July 28 Suzanne DuBois
Marilyn Knutson
Jeremy Marisco

July 28 Emily Heavner
Diane Heinemann
Sam Norton

July 29 Tana Beall
Ursula Hosford
Remi Sides

July 30 Jan Gregg
Judy Haller
Mary Peet
Dave Rose
Katelyn Scism

July 31 Jane Astor
Michael Ellis

August 2 Sophia Massey
Paul Steinke
Brad Stokes
Gene Warrington

Anniversaries
July 28
Al Hassebrock and Jan Gregg 19 years

July 30
Jon and Beret Mangino 6 years
Dave and Kathy Peterson 60 years
Mike and Gigi Podczervinski 21 years

July 31
Chris and Lori England 25 years

August 2
Joe and Carol Anderson 51 years
Bill and Karen Busovsky 46 years
Horace and Jeanne Clark 63 years
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Prayer Requests
Lannette Abbey
Beth Allen
Fred Bachmeier
Elmer Bauman
Tana Beall
Joan Boehm
Amy, Carol, Kaye, and 
	 Carrara Boone
Kyle Bradley
Brittany 
Bill & Barbara Brown
Bryon
Karl & Pam Cartwright
Tanya Charbonneau
John & Debbie Chlebus
Nell Clowder
Linda Collier
Rinda Dunson
Alan Flinn
Corinne Gibson
The Gillmore Family
Leslie Giordano
Tad Goodenbour
Pam Goodhue 
Nola Gosch
Hannah
Private Steven Harris
Doug Hering
Ginger Hipszky
Jake Hodnett
Bill & Doreen Hulka
Sarah Iskra
Alan Jacobsen
Diane Jacobson
Josh Jones
Shirley Jones
Ann Junk
Jonas Kagarise
Tom Keilers
Tami Kephart
Kyong Kelley

Gaye Lynn Kielcheski
Cindy Koger
Preston Lauscher
Jesse Lawrence & Family
Naomi Lehmkuhl
Timothy Lillich
Dayne Lindquist 
Bill Lipscomb
Irene Lopez
The Family of Korrina Lopez
Jim Matthews
Nick McKibben & Family
Hugh McNeely
Galen Miller
Brandon Miller & Family
Marilyn Miller 
Paul Moe
Michael Morarie
Tricia Muehlbauer
Wilma Nicolaisen
Robert Nielson
Cynthia Noone
Sam Norton
Gwyn Miller-Olson
Mike Olsen
Owen & Family
Jack & Judy Peterson
Ralph Peterson
Darlene Radke
Jeff Rapp
Bonnie Rochette
Valerie Ann Romano
Randy Schacht
Cindy Stanley
Matthew Stark
Becky Sternal
Martie Stott
Barbara Swan
Michael Taylor
Aaron & Cindi Thorson
Bob VanDuyn

Please keep these members – and family and 
friends  – of First Lutheran in your prayers this 
week. If you are requesting to have a name added 
to the prayer list, please consult with that person 
prior to making your request. Prayer requests 
may be submitted by using a Connection Card (in 
church) or by emailing teri@flccs.net.

Karen Henderson-VanDuyn
Doni Vest
Gudrun Vest
Christine Welch
Diane Wilkerson
Starr Wise
Greg & Carolyn Young
Beth Zautke

http://flccs.net
mailto:teri@flccs.net


Worship and Study
TRADITIONAL WORSHIP
SUNDAYS IN THE SANCTUARY
8, 9:30, AND 11 A.M.

CONTEMPORARY WORSHIP
SUNDAYS IN THE WORSHIP CENTER
10:15 A.M.

WEDNESDAY NIGHT LIGHT
WEDNESDAY NIGHT LIGHT WILL 
RESUME IN AUGUST.

ONLINE WORSHIP
STREAMED LIVE AT 9:30 A.M.
Tune in on First Lutheran’s YouTube channel, 
on the church website, or in the church app.

QUARTERLY ADULT EDUCATION
Four times a year, we offer Adult Education 
classes at a variety of times and on a wide range 
of interesting topics. Be sure to read the 
Ekklesia for announcements and information 
about upcoming programs.

WEDNESDAY BIBLE STUDY
THIS STUDY IS NOT MEETING DURING 
THE SUMMER. 

GENERATION TO REVELATION
FIRST LUTHERAN’S NEW PODCAST!
Find our podcast on YouTube, on the church 
website, or anywhere you get your podcasts.

PASTORAL TEAM
The Rev. Travis Norton, Senior Pastor
The Rev. Carrie Baylis, Associate Pastor
The Rev. Michaela Eskew, Associate Pastor

NEXT SUNDAY’S SCRIPTURES
Psalm 119:105 – 112
Colossians 3:12 – 17
John 1:1 – 4, 14 – 18

first lutheran church
1515 n. cascade ave.
colorado springs,
colorado 80907
719.632.8836
flccs.net

http://flccs.net

