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FROM
THE
PASTOR

as senior pastor of First Lutheran 
Church I was invited to meet with Mayor 
Yemi earlier this year along with several 
other pastors from the downtown church-
es. Both evangelical and mainline churches 
were represented, and there were about a 
dozen of us in the room. 
	 We shared with the Mayor our concerns 
about homelessness, and he asked for our 
partnership. Last month he held a follow 
up meeting with his staff and the executive 
director of Family Promise. Only two of 
us showed up for that, myself and Pastor 
Schumacher from First Baptist At that 
meeting Aimee Cox – the Chief Housing 
and Homelessness officer shared about 
some changes to the Pikes Peak Contin-
uum of Care. As she shared I realized I 
didn’t know nearly enough about that 
organization so I reached out to her for a 
coffee meeting. I also wanted her to meet 
my wife, Victoria, who is the Executive 
Director of Give Pike’s Peak and has some 
influence with over 70 non-profit orga-
nizations in Colorado Springs as part of 

her work. I hated to admit how little I 
knew about what is already being 

done to address homelessness in 
our city, but I was grateful to Ms. 
Cox for taking almost two hours 

with my wife and me to bring me 
up to speed. I’m still processing 

what I learned, but I want to share 
some initial thoughts with you, 

since we give quite a bit of money 
to organizations working 

to address this issue in 
our city. I shared that 
with Ms. Cox that 
we currently give to 

Family Promise, Habitat for Humanity, 
the Marion House Kitchen and Catholic 
Charities and asked her opinion on those. 
She affirmed that we are giving to agencies 
that are making a real difference! 
	 The Pikes Peak Continuum of Care is a 
consortium of these agencies we support 
and others including the city that help 
direct providers receive federal dollars. I 
was surprised to learn that the city was 
not in charge of this. The city only has two 
people really working trying to address 
homelessness (some other employees focus 
on compliance and data collection). That 
fact encourages me to make sure our con-
gregation is doing our part which means 
we should join the Continuum of Care 
and make sure we are working collectively 
with the city and other non-profits to both 
understand and contribute to the good 
work. You can learn more about the Pikes 
Peak Continuum of Care at pikespeakcoc.
org. 
	 The prophet Jeremiah gave some 
counsel to those living in Babylon to seek 
the welfare of the city even though they 
were in exile there. I don’t think we are in 
exile in Colorado Springs, but I do think 
we all have an obligation to serve our city 
in the name of Christ. That means both 
proclaiming the good news of the cross 
and working with both believers and 
unbelievers to make our city better. First 
Lutheran has long been a church that puts 
these beliefs into action and we will con-
tinue to do that work and more effectively 
as we learn. “But seek the welfare of the city where 
I have sent you into exile, and pray to the Lord in its 
behalf, for in its welfare you will find your welfare.” 
Jeremiah 29:7.
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Sunday’s Message
JULY 5, 2026

PASTOR MICHAELA ESKEW

i think the saying goes, “The best laid plans of 
mice and men often go awry.” So says Robert Burns. 
And now we just kind of say, “Well, the best laid 
plans.” And we kind of know the best laid plans don’t 
over go the way that we plan. 
	 I am a list packer, so I make a list. My husband 
knows this. The lists are always there. There’s back. 
There’s a front and a back. Never forget the back, 
right? And I just tick things off if I have them packed 
for my vacation. So two weeks ago, we went out to 
Glenwood Springs, and I had everything ticked ex-
cept I forgot the stroller. Everything had been packed 
inside. I was like, the stroller’s in the garage. I’ll grab 
it. I did not grab it. And my 22 pound toddler who 
likes to be held and doesn’t like to walk is now being 
held by me for the whole week.
	 The best laid plans. Another great story was when 
I was studying abroad in Dublin, Ireland, I had a 
spring break and I wanted to go to England, and I 
wanted to see all the things that I had seen on British 
TV and British movies. I wanted to see the Cotswolds, 
I wanted to see London, I wanted to see Stonehenge, I 
wanted to see it all. So I booked myself a nice big long 
week – long trip in England with all of these little day 
trips everywhere I wanted to go. And it was a great 
trip, it was wonderful. Nothing went wrong until the 
last day. And I realized at my lunch there was some-
one with a newspaper open, and an article talked 
about this volcano in Iceland. And I said, “Well, that 
doesn’t matter to me.” Little did I know, it very much 
mattered to me as I got a ding on my phone that said, 
“Your airline flight from London back to Dublin is 
canceled because there’s too much ash in the air.” 
And I said, “Oh, thank you Icelandic volcano, for 

grounding me.”
	 I was obviously amongst hundreds, if not thou-
sands of people very angry at this Icelandic volcano. 
But thankfully, I only had to somehow traverse my 
way from London to Dublin, but with many other 
angry people that had made their best made plans, I 
had to take a train four hours south to catch a ferry to 
take for another four hours to hop across the British 
Isles. And then once I got to the port, I had to find 
myself a bus to to get myself back to my dorm. It 
was quite a journey and it made me very grateful for 
airline travel and also very grateful for my ancestors 
who came over here to America on a boat that prob-
ably took more months than hours.I thought about, 
“How, wow, this is how people used to travel, how 
you really had to want to go to the next place if you 
wanted, if you were willing to do this type of travel.” 
It’s why I think people stayed put. Which is intrigu-
ing when you have the Tower of Babel story, because 
we’ve heard it’s pride, right? It’s the children’s mes-
sage. This is a tower of pride.
	 We want to reach to the heavens. We want to be-
come like God. And it does say in our scriptures that 
they wanted to make a name from them for them-
selves. That is true. They wanted to condense their 
power and make a name for themselves. So there is 
some sin of pride here. But I think what’s intriguing 
is that right after that they say,We want to make a 
name for ourselves so we cannot be scattered.” So I 
think there’s also a sin of fear here. They want to close 
themselves in. They want to stay where they know 
and stay what feels comfortable and not head out 
into the wilderness to whatever might come there, 
whether it’s wild animals or new people, whatever 
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they might find. They said instead, “I want to stay 
here and let’s just build this tower. And in that way, it 
kind of became more of a security wall, right? We’re 
going to keep our tribe in, and we’re going to keep 
everyone else out. And God recognized that this was 
exactly against what God wanted them to do, which 
is to scatter and take care of all creation. That means 
that the rest of creation isn’t being taken care of, only 
their little section is. And so God comes down, sees 
what they’re doing, realizes, “Huh, if they have one 
language, they can do anything that they would want 
to do. It’s time to scramble this up.” And so God does. 
God scrambles up their languages to where they’re 
babbling at each other back and forth, and no one 
can understand anything.
	 And so they just leave the tower behind and they 
go and they scatter. God saw something was hap-
pening here at the Tower of Babel, that their fear was 
making them insular and wanting to put up a wall 
and keep themselves safe. And God said, “Sometimes 
safety isn’t what I want for you. Sometimes I want 
you to scatter and try new things and be afraid and 
recognize also that I am the Creator of all of this.” 
So when we have a Tower of Babel that creates all of 
these different languages and therefore all of these 
different new cultures, we still have one Creator.
	 And so that made me think, probably because it is 
the weekend of 4th of July, and we are celebrating the 
250th anniversary of the signing of the Declaration 
of Independence. And in that Declaration of Inde-
pendence, it says that we are endowed by our Creator 
with certain unalienable rights, life, liberty, and the 
pursuit of happiness. And what is most intriguing 
about this Declaration of Independence that is signed 
with the understanding that we are all made in the 
same image of the same Creator, is that they are very 
distinct people signing this Declaration of Indepen-
dence. Many different cultures and experiences com-
ing together to sign this and claim this together, 13 
distinct colonies that had to join together and share 
with one another their differences and their simi-
larities to be able to declare independence against 
England.
	 Because all of them came over for very different 

purposes. They came with very different ideas of what 
America could offer, whether it was religious perse-
cution they were fleeing, and they wanted religious 
freedom, or maybe they wanted new opportunities. 
Right? We know the Hamilton stage. We know that, 
right? Hamilton and a lot of these other Founding 
Fathers came over to make a name for themselves and 
to be something they couldn’t be back in England or 
back in the Indies or wherever they had come from. 
And so what’s beautiful about America is the unity 
in diversity that we wouldn’t even have without 
the Tower of Babel. And so we have this beautiful 
melting pot in America that makes us who we are. It’s 
what we’re most proud of, is that so many different 
waves of immigrants and even the native people that 
were already here because of Tower of Babel, we get 
to have a melting pot. On any given weekend or even 
any given night, I can go out and eat any food from 
any culture I could dream of, right? I can get Mexican 
food. I can get Chinese food. I can get Thai food. I can 
get Costa Rican food. I can get whatever food I want. 
Our American language is filled with other words 
from other cultures: kindergarten – German, deja vu, 
faux pas – French, I’m such a klutz. Yiddish, right? 
And so we have this beautiful melting pot in our 
language, in our cultures.
	 America is the place where you could dream of do-
ing something different, of being your own person, 
of making new things possible. And so, yes, we did 
dream of independence from England, from the King 
of England. And we believed that because of what 
God had given us, our unique differences, we could 
come together and be united. And again, it took 13 
distinct colonies to be able to declare independence. 
And if you’re real history buff, you know that there’s 
no way we would have won the War of Independence 
without the French. So we needed allies almost im-
mediately. And so we had to welcome in the stranger 
from a different culture to be willing to share and 
create this new United States of America. 
	 And so we needed ultimately, the Tower of Babel 
to see the dream that we see today in America. And 
so when we look at this story, we often think, “This 
is divine punishment, right? The sin of pride.” They 
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built their tower. God said, absolutely not punish-
ment. All these different languages. And I want to say, 
what if it’s not divine punishment? What if it was di-
vine salvation? What if this was a blessing and a good 
thing? The way that we have America today is because 
we have Tower of Babel, because we have a variety of 
cultures, and we could realize that our differences 
didn’t make us so very different from one another if 
we were united in our Creator. And so The Tower of 
Babel, we feel, is this divine punishment. God heard 
that we didn’t want to be scattered, so God scattered 
us. And we instead change the narrative and say that 
God saved us. God didn’t allow us to be tight into our 
tower of fear and  to consolidate that power so much 
that we could do better bad things just as often as we 
did good things. But instead, God scattered us and 
showed us that we needed unity through diversity. 
It made me then think about all of the young people 
that I talk to, especially when we talk about suffering 
or the problem of evil. And they say, “Why doesn’t 
God do more? Why doesn’t God put up some guard-
rails, some limits to what is possible.” This is the 
story of God putting up guardrails. This is the story 
of God saying, “Oh, you think you can do anything 
you want because you have one language? Oh, that’s 
probably going to go bad. We’re just going to cut that 
right there and we’re going to make this a little more 
difficult for you.”
It’s not saying that we still can’t possibly do bad 
things. We can do bad things with translators, but we 
have guardrails now. And so if we look at our world, 
we often say, God’s not doing enough. But then we 
will hit a time in our lives where we hit a closed door 
and we say, “God, why can’t I do this thing?” For 
me, personally, I have a couple examples. One is, you 
know this. Those of you that have been coming to 
First Lutheran for a while, you know that I wanted to 
pursue a doctorate, a PhD. I wanted to be in the acad-
emy, and I wanted to be teaching. And God closed 
that door, closed that door hard in my face. And I 
said, “Why, God, why?”
	 And now that I’m nearly five, six, seven years after 
that, I’m realizing. If I had gotten that PhD, I would 
never have become ordained. I would never have been 

serving in this church. There’s another story. My 
husband and I had always imagined that we would 
build our family through adoption, through 
foster care. So when we became foster parents, we 
believed that we would adopt two, maybe three, 
maybe one, kids from foster care. And then we 
became foster parents. And we saw amazing open 
doors for family members to get clean, to get 
apartments, to get jobs, for new family members 
to come into these children’s lives. And so they got 
all these lovely open doors to them. But my door of 
growing my family became closed. But if that door 
had never closed, then I wouldn’t have my young-
est, Olivia. Now, I don’t want to say the blanket 
statement that if God closes a door, he opens a 
window. There are some bad things in this world 
that just happen. They are atrocious tragedies that 
we will never know why they happen until we get 
to heaven.
	 And I want us to be more curious to consider 
where the guardrails might be in our lives. Because 
we tend to say, “Oh, I want a guardrail, but for 
them, not for me. I want free range.” But if we 
remember what guardrails do on interstates and 
freeways, it’s so that they protect us from greater 
damage. They protect us from going into the other 
lane and hitting a head on collision. So what if 
those closed doors or those boundaries that you’re 
bouncing up against might actually be God’s best 
intention for you to bounce your fear against that 
wall, to challenge yourself, to get out of your own 
head, to try something new, to possibly change in 
your vocation or the way that you saw your world 
going and you hit up against a boundary and 
instead of saying, “I don’t like this God”, you say, 
“God, what is this supposed to be for? What’s the 
purpose of this?” Because God has our best inten-
tions at heart. When God puts up a guardrail, God 
is doing it with compassion and care and love for 
you. 

Sermon continued p. 6
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	 So what are your guardrails? What are your closed 
doors? What are the things in your life right now 
that feel like they’re impossible to jump over? What 
might be God saying to you through those things, 
through those places, those people, those moments, 
those experiences? How are we like the people in the 
tower, afraid to leave, putting up our security walls 
and instead God breaks them down, but does put 
up limits. We are made in the image of God to see 
unity and diversity, to see the beauty of this world. 
And it comes with boundaries. It comes with a God 
who acts as often as God wants to act. And so we have 
to consider what God might be saying to us in this 
world today. So if you look at it and you say, “This 
must be divine punishment,” could it instead be 
divine salvation?

Continuation of Sermon SINGLES – DINING OUT WITH 
FIRST LUTHERAN
This is a new small group just for singles! Carrie 
Lyne Mathiesen has graciously agreed to lead the 
group on a trial basis. We are starting with one din-
ner a month to see what kind of interest we get. We 
will make reservations for 7 p.m. on a given Thurs-
day each month. No partner? Come and join us for 
food, fellowship and a chance to meet new friends! 
Reservations for our July dinner are now closed. 
Our August 13 dinner will be at 7 p.m. at Shuga’s, 702 
S. Cascade Avenue. 
Sign up here: https://bit.ly/4vgSaEP no later than 
August 6!
RESERVATIONS ARE MADE TWO WEEKS IN 
ADVANCE.
CANCELLATIONS AFTER THAT DATE ARE DIS-
COURAGED.

https://bit.ly/4vgSaEP 
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CHERYL’S
CORNER

WHAT I LEARNED ON A 
PHONE CALL THIS WEEK
This week, I received a new regis-
tration form for a small group and 
noticed that the individual was 
not listed in our church database. 
Assuming she was a first-time visitor, 
I called to welcome her to First Lu-
theran and help her get connected. 
To my surprise, she told me she has 
been a member of First Lutheran for 
more than 40 years. The conversation 
was both enlightening and encour-
aging. It reminded me that even in a 
close church family, there are people 
we may not know as well as we think. 
Because she had not been checking 
in for worship, she was not reflected 
in our records, and we missed an op-
portunity to better understand her 
involvement and connect her with 
others in our congregation.
	 At First Lutheran, we provide 
several check-in kiosks that allow 

worshipers to indicate which 
service they are attending and 

print a name badge. While 
many members regularly 
use the system, attendance 
statistics from June show 
that a significant number 
of worshipers are still not 
checking in. The 8 a.m. 
service had a 78% check-

in rate, while 74% of 
attendees checked 

in at 9:30 a.m. The percentages were 
much lower at the later services, with 
only 50% checking in at 10:15 a.m. and 
58% at 11 a.m.
	 Why does this matter? One reason 
is found in John 10:3: “He calls his 
own sheep by name and leads them 
out.” Knowing one another by name 
is an important part of Christian 
community. Name badges make it 
easier to greet one another, welcome 
visitors, and build meaningful rela-
tionships. When we know someone’s 
name, we are more likely to start a 
conversation, offer support, and help 
them feel at home.
	 Check-in information also helps 
us understand worship attendance 
patterns. It allows us to identify 
trends, connect with members who 
may be new or returning, and ensure 
our records accurately reflect the 
people who make up our church 
family. Most importantly, it helps us 
care for one another more effectively.
	 This week’s phone call reminded 
me that every name represents a 
person with a story, a faith journey, 
and a place in our congregation. 
The next time you come to worship, 
please take a moment to check in and 
print your name badge. It is a simple 
act that helps us strengthen connec-
tions, extend hospitality, and live out 
our calling as a community of faith.

cheryl mahon, minister of congregational service

http://flccs.net
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UPCOMING SCHEDULE
July 28 Rusty Crab Daddy

1430 Harrison Road

August 11 Paninos
1721 South 8th Street

August 25 Phantom Canyon
2 East Pikes Peak

September 28 Vaqueros Mexican Restau-
rant and Taqueria
9605 Prominent Point

DINING OUT WITH FIRST LUTHERAN
SELECT TUESDAYS | 5:30 P.M.
VARIOUS RESTAURANTS
All are welcome to join this group, which meets at 
local restaurants on two Tuesdays of each month to 
enjoy various cuisines and fellowship. Reservations 
will be made two weeks in advance, so be sure to sign 
up early. To register, visit https://bit.ly/41Rh4ff

LUGGAGE FOR PRISON FELLOWSHIP 
CAMPERS
First Lutheran volunteers drive the children of 
offenders within the state prison system to summer 
camp. Last year we noticed that many of the camp-
ers did not have proper luggage. If you have small 
to medium suitcases or large duffle bags that you 
no longer use, please bring them to the Welcome 
CenterDesk.

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED TO DRIVE AND 
CHAPERONE
BRINGING CHILDREN OF INCARCERATED 
INDIVIDUALS TO SUMMER CAMP
First Lutheran partners with Prison Fellowship 
ministries to support the children of incarcerated 
individuals. We are going to help transport children 
again this summer from FLC to Camp Golden Bell 
in Divide, CO and back. If you volunteer to drive a 
church bus you will be required to provide a copy 
of your valid driver's license and complete a back-
ground check. 
 
One driver needed on Monday, July 20, 
Three chaperones needed Monday 7/20
One chaperone needed Friday 7/24 

Sign up here: https://bit.ly/4dwjLv8

ALTAR FLOWERS
Altar flowers designated in memory or in honor of a 
loved one are now $100. 
Order flowers here: https://bit.ly/4nKyPYq

http://flccs.net
http://bit.ly/41Rh4ff
http://bit.ly/41Rh4ff
http://bit.ly/41Rh4ff
http://bit.ly/41Rh4ff
http://bit.ly/41Rh4ff
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http://bit.ly/41Rh4ff
http://bit.ly/41Rh4ff
 https://bit.ly/4dwjLv8
https://bit.ly/4nKyPYq
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JULY INGATHERING
ONE NATION WALKING TOGETHER
Our focus will be on cleaning supplies, paper goods 
and hygiene products. Please leave items between the 
Gathering Place glass doors under the mural of Jesus 
Feeding the 5000. Items especially needed include toilet 
paper, paper towels, paper plates & bowls, ziplock 
bags of various sizes, feminine pads, and tampons. 
Non-perishable food is always a need so they wel-
come that, too.

SUMMER CHALLENGE
If you have never volunteered before, we invite you to 
sign up and “test – drive serving in just one area. This 
simple step is a powerful way to discover new connec-
tions, explore your spiritual gifts, and deepen your 
involvement in the life of the church. Many of our 
regular volunteers began by trying just one role and 
found it to be a rewarding meaningful experience.

If you don’t currrently receive the quarterly volunteer 
signup emails, we would love to connect with you. 
Simply email Cheryl - cheryl@flccs.net – and we can 
talk about opportunities that match your interests 
and comfort level.

DINNER FOR EIGHT 2026/2027
Singles and Couples are welcome to participate in 
Dinner For Eight 2026/2027. You will be invited to join 
one dinner party per month (September and October 
2026, January and February 2027). You would host 
one of the four months at your home (or you can 
reserve the main level of the Peel House). If you 
are hosting, you will be asked to provide the main 
course. Visiting guests will be scheduled to bring the 
salad and bread, vegetable, or dessert. 
Deadline to register is July 31, 2026. Register on 
the Church app or at the Welcome Center Desk. The 
Dinner for Eight Schedule will be e-mailed out the first week of 
August.
You may also register here: https://bit.ly/4eOMcUs

SOFTBALL ANYONE? 
We are currently recruiting men 18+ for a fall softball 
league. Registration and roster need to be submitted 
to park and rec by 7/24, so please sign up as soon as 
possible through the church app or call Chuck  Ans-
pach at 719.238.0208.
You may also sign up here: https://bit.ly/3TlGPF6

https://bit.ly/4eOMcUs
https://bit.ly/3TlGPF6
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THE
EMMAUS
WAY

“…the Garden of Eden was sacred space and 
the temple/tabernacle contained imagery of 
the garden and the cosmos. All the ideas are 
interlinked. The temple is a microcosm, and 
Eden is represented in the antechamber that 
serves as sacred space adjoining the Presence 

of God as an archetypal sanctuary. …The 
most central truth to the creation account is 

that this world is a place for God’s presence.”  
– John H. Walton

We begin our Gardens meditations 
this week, and of course, the first 
Garden we will be visiting is the 
Garden of Eden. We’ve recently 
heard excellent sermons on the first 
chapters of Genesis; today we’re 
going to explore a bit more of how 
the creation story would have been 
understood by its original audience 
and, in turn, how that can affect our 
own understanding of God. 
	 The lengthy quote above, from 

John H. Walton’s book The Lost 
World of Genesis One, intro-

duces to us the idea that 
the original audience of 
Genesis – Israel, living in 
the context of the ancient 
Near East – would have 
understood the creation 

accounts in Genesis not as 
science or an explanation 
of how the material uni-

verse came to be, but as 
how the cosmos 

was created, 
ordered, and 

ordained to function as God’s dwell-
ing place: as a temple. Within this 
framework, Eden would have been 
understood as the sanctuary where 
God resides in the midst of God’s 
creation, especially for the purpose of 
face-to-face interaction with the Liv-
ing Images God places in that temple 
on Day Six: humans. Then, on Day 
Seven, at the completion of the cos-
mic temple, the ancients understood 
that, after bringing order from chaos, 
“…God takes up his rest and rules 
from his residence” (Walton). 
	 Here’s why it matters: This under-
standing reveals that all of creation 
is sacred space meant for God’s 
presence. It shows us that God is not 
aloof, that God is not distant, only 
living somewhere “up there” in an 
abstract “heaven.” God’s desire, from 
the beginning, was to inhabit this 
cosmos and live with us in face-to-
face communion. And the good news 
– the spectacular, belief-beggaring 
Good News – is that, in Christ, we 
have been re-embraced into the orig-
inal conditions of Eden: we again live 
with God, face to face, cleansed into 
innocence by the love and blood of 
Christ, forever sustained by the Tree 
of Life from which we partake every 
week. Friends, the unceasing invita-
tion to us is to enter again into the 
Garden of Eden, by faith in Christ, 
to walk face-to-face with the Creator 
and Lover of our souls. Let’s walk in 
the Garden, together.

lori duncan, minister of spiritual care

http://flccs.net


12  •  ekklesia 07.08.26



flccs.net  •  13

http://flccs.net


14  •  ekklesia 07.08.26

In the Life of the Church …
Birthdays

July 13 Anna Heavner
Chris White

July 14 Mike Eckley
Jason Fox
Chris Parkhill
Helen Peterson

July 15 Stephanie Curtner
Jeana Keenan
Sally Maertens
Jay Voth
Lily Wang

July 16 Shirley Kielcheski
Bella Loper
Pam Rokke
Allyson Stanley
Sherry Wilson

July 17 Jan Anderson
Gary Olson
Lynn Peterson

July 18 Uwe Dahl
Sloane Duncan
Cailee Nehme
Amir Safayan
Kaitlyn Vowels

July 19 Jordan Dixon
Carlos Navarro
Gigi Podczervinski
John Samuelson

Anniversaries
July 13
Mark and Mindy Mahler 52 years

July 14
Carl Egan and Lily Wang 3 years

July 15
Jim Head and Lynda Kirby 11 years

July 16
Stacy and John Gatto 21 years

July 17
Ken and Kay Lee 55 years

July 19
Jason and Laura Fox 2 years



flccs.net  •  15

Prayer Requests
Lannette Abbey
Amy, Carol, Kaye and Carrara
Beth Allen
Fred Bachmeier
Elmer Bauman
Tana Beall
Joan Boehm
Brittany 
Bill & Barbara Brown
Bryon
Karl & Pam Cartwright
Ana Charbonneau
Tanya Charbonneau
John & Debbie Chlebus
Nell Clowder
Linda Collier
Rinda Dunson
Alan Flinn
Corinne Gibson
The Gillmore Family
Leslie Giordano
Tad Goodenbour
Pam Goodhue 
Nola Gosch
Hannah
Private Steven Harris
Doug Hering
Ginger Hipszky
Jake Hodnett
Bill & Doreen Hulka
Sarah Iskra
Alan Jacobsen
Josh Jones
Shirley Jones
Ann Junk
Jonas Kagarise
Tami Kephart
Kyong Kelley
Gaye Lynn Kielcheski
Cindy Koger
Preston Lauscher

Jesse Lawrence & Family
Naomi Lehmkuhl
Timothy Lillich
Dayne Lindquist 
Bill Lipscomb
Irene Lopez
Ty and Jody MacCormack
Jim Matthews
Nick McKibben & Family
Hugh McNeely
Brandon Miller & Family
Galen Miller
Marilyn Miller 
Paul Moe
Michael Morarie
Tricia Muehlbauer
Wilma Nicolaisen
Robert Nielson
Sam Norton
Gwyn Miller-Olson
Mike Olsen
Owen & Family
Jack & Judy Peterson
Ralph Peterson
Darlene Radke
Jeff Rapp
Bonnie Rochette
Valerie Ann Romano
Randy Schacht
Cindy Stanley
Matthew Stark
Becky Sternal
Martie Stott
Barbara Swan
Michael Taylor
Aaron & Cindi Thorson
Bob VanDuyn
Karen Henderson-VanDuyn
Doni Vest
Christine Welch
Diane Wilkerson

Please keep these members – and family and 
friends  – of First Lutheran in your prayers this 
week. If you are requesting to have a name added 
to the prayer list, please consult with that person 
prior to making your request. Prayer requests 
may be submitted by using a Connection Card (in 
church) or by emailing teri@flccs.net.

Starr Wise
Greg & Carolyn Young
Beth Zautke

http://flccs.net
mailto:teri@flccs.net


Worship and Study
TRADITIONAL WORSHIP
SUNDAYS IN THE SANCTUARY
8, 9:30, AND 11 A.M.

CONTEMPORARY WORSHIP
SUNDAYS IN THE WORSHIP CENTER
10:15 A.M.

WEDNESDAY NIGHT LIGHT
WEDNESDAY NIGHT LIGHT WILL 
RESUME IN AUGUST.

ONLINE WORSHIP
STREAMED LIVE AT 9:30 A.M.
Tune in on First Lutheran’s YouTube channel, 
on the church website, or in the church app.

QUARTERLY ADULT EDUCATION
Four times a year, we offer Adult Education 
classes at a variety of times and on a wide range 
of interesting topics. Be sure to read the 
Ekklesia for announcements and information 
about upcoming programs.

WEDNESDAY BIBLE STUDY
THIS STUDY IS NOT MEETING DURING 
THE SUMMER. 

GENERATION TO REVELATION
FIRST LUTHERAN’S NEW PODCAST!
Find our podcast on YouTube, on the church 
website, or anywhere you get your podcasts.

PASTORAL TEAM
The Rev. Travis Norton, Senior Pastor
The Rev. Carrie Baylis, Associate Pastor
The Rev. Michaela Eskew, Associate Pastor

NEXT SUNDAY’S SCRIPTURES
Isaiah 55: 10 – 13
Romans 8: 1 – 11
Matthew 13:1 – 9, 18 – 23
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