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INSPIRE FAITH UPDATE

Two weeks ago, I shared with you

that we were at a critical point in the
Inspire Faith project. With the help of
CRP Architects and Nunn Construc-
tion, we refined our conceptual draw-
ings to Schematic Design, the next step
in the process. Along with the design,
we refined the estimated cost to $7.1
million. We have commitments from
our congregation of $6.15 million.
There is a considerable gap between
the money raised and the refined cost
of the project.

Your Inspire Faith building team
has been hard at work working with
Nunn Construction to find cost
reductions without limiting the scope
of the project. The Finance Committee
met and considered options to increase
funding. The committee rejected
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borrowing or using reserves feeling
that may hinder future ministry. They
recommended we use some monies
from the Memorial fund as well as in-
terest earnings from inspire faith
gifts. These two efforts have
narrowed the funding gap to
$580,000.
On Sunday we received
word that two families
from the church made an

extraordinary commitment
to cover the $580,000 gap so
that the project could move
forward with the full
scope! They asked

that we continue

to be conservative
and look for cost
savings opportuni-
ties and be sparing

with the use of contingencies. This is
a direct answer to prayer, something
I've been specifically praying for each
morning for the past three weeks!
Thanks be to God!

I'm encouraged by the work your
committees have done. We can’t take
them for granted. These are volunteers
who spend hours each week shep-
herding this project. I am so grateful!
Gary Bradley, Andrejs Bocek, Mark
Mahler, Dan Friedell, Margie Sisson,
Betsy Pimentel, Tad Goodenbour, Bill
Busovsky, Terry Hjelkrum, Karolyn
Smith as well as staff members Yoshiko
Anspach and Eric Wicks and our
Church Council deserve our gratitude.
And I'm so very grateful for each of you
giving an offering above and beyond
your regular giving to this project. We
are in this together and that makes all
the difference. Thank you!

Last week we made our final major
hire with the selection of Senger
Design to be the Interior Designer. We
interviewed two candidates and Senger
came in at a considerable discount.
That and our experience with them
at the Peel House made the decision
clear.

Please keep praying. We continue to
work with CRP, Nunn and now Senger
to be good stewards of your gifts, find
savings where we can, and shepherd
this project forward. We expect to
break ground in September. So much
happens behind the scenes, but be-
hind all of it is a God who is working
to equip us to proclaim the good news
of His love for all people. May every-
thing we do be aligned with that work!

PASTOR TRAVIS NORTON
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Sunday’s Message

MAY 31, 2026
GENESIS 3:1-23
PASTOR MICHAELA ESKEW

SO THE ADAM and Eve story answers quite a few
questions that we have. Why did Jesus have to die? Be-
cause there’s sin in the world and we can’t possibly save
ourselves. Why is the world so broken? Why do children
get cancer or are born with deformities? Why do young
men die from heart attacks on basketball courts and
football fields? Because the world is broken. Adam and
Eve did it. And then there are all the answers that are at
the end of our story today. The things that we ques-
tion about this very good creation we just heard of in
Genesis 1. If the creation is so good and all of this fruit is
here and these plants are here, why is it so hard to work
and gain a harvest? Or why don’t we have harmony with
these animals? They bite us, they sting us, they attack
us. Well, the story tells us it’s because of this serpent.
Or we have a partnership, male and female, made in the
image of God. And yet we can’t seem to get along. We
constantly dominate over one another, desire one an-
other. And so we see that the story tells also of a broken
relationship between even pieces of humanity.

But for every question it answers, a dozen more come
back at me. In fact, Bible study was a wonderful time
this week as we volleyed questions back and forth.
Questions like, “Do we really believe there was a histor-
ical Adam and Eve, one human male and one human
female that created it all? Especially hard when scrip-
tures just a few chapters later say that Cain has to go
hang out with those people? Are those like Adam and
Eve’s serf kids?”

What'’s going on? Or why does Eve get all the blame?
Adam was there too, right? Suddenly Eve is the person
that’s called throughout history as the temptress and
the deceiver? Or why is there even a tree in the garden?
Why would God even put it there? Why would God let

the cunning serpent in? Why would God tempt us? Is
God rigging the game against us? Because God knows
all. So, doesn’t God know that we’re going to choose the
fruic?

I'll just confess, I have worked through this text a
long time and a lot this week because 90% of me tells me
that there is no historical Adam and Eve. And yet this
is core to my theology about why the world is the way
that the world is and who God is in it, and about Jesus
and his saving promise. So what do I do? How do I read
this story that was well crafted by ancient authors to
tell us something, something important and important
enough to last millennia? So I did my homework, and
I tried to go back to the basis of this story, to read it
the way that the ancient author intended it to be read,
and to try to take away as much of the Christian history
baggage that we could add to it and instead read it from
the Jewish lens first and then we can add in Jesus. So
bear with me. We're going to dig into this story pretty
deeply. First, I want to take away the motives of Adam
and Eve. This is us.

Why would Adam and Eve choose to eat of the fruits?
Why? So we give them sin already. Sin of pride and envy.
And we say that of course they wanted to be like God.
Of course they saw the opportunity to know all of good
and evil and be like God. And so of course they would
take the fruit. But if you read the story, they’re just
naive. Adam and Eve walking naked in the garden. Like
I was telling the little kids, they're just enjoying their
time talking to a serpent. No big deal. We talk to the an-
imals all the time, right? They’re just naive, wandering
around. They don’t have sin, yet. They don’t have those
evil thoughts, yet.

If anything, it’s distrust, it's doubt that starts to eat in.
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The serpent comes and asks them the questions that
we all ask ourselves. Is there more to that tree than we
know? God tells us not to eat of the tree, but is it really
bad for us? How many times have we asked God, “God,
are you sure that this job isn’t the right job for me? Are
you sure you're not withholding something good from
me that I want? But you're telling me no.” Don’t we do
that? Don’t we do that? All the time. And so let’s take
away the motives, let’s take away pride and envy and
just say that Adam and Eve were just simply curious.
And instead of going to God with their questions, why
not the tree? Why can’t I eat it? What will it do? They
instead, in secret, just take it and see for themselves.
Doubt and mistrust.

Then we have the serpent. Many of you will probably
say, that’s Satan, Satan coming in, tempting them. But
that’s again our Christian lens coming in. We remember
that Jesus was tempted by Satan in the wilderness, so
Satan must also be here tempting Adam and Eve. No, in
the Hebrew scriptures, it is very clear. It is a serpent and
aserpent alone. And in fact, in the ancient Near Eastern
tradition and in many different allegories and sto-
ries, the snake is a trickster. They're intended to cause
chaos. And so this snake is there to set a metaphor. The
questions that we already ask. We don’t need a serpent
to tempt us into these questions. We ask them our-
selves again, “Is this tree good for me or is it bad for me?
Should I trust what God tells me or should I go it on my
own?” We don’t need a serpent to tell us that. And we
definitely don’t even need Satan in this story to tell us
that we do it ourselves.

So let’s put the blame back on Adam and Eve if we're
going to put the blame anywhere. And so then I want to
question divine punishment. If we're going to question
Adam and Eve’s motives, maybe we should also ques-
tion how we’ve read this story as God being angry. A text
is only a text until it’s read, until you give it tone and in-
clination. So if God’s out there talking to Adam and Eve
and saying, “Who told you you were naked? Have you
eaten of the tree?” Then God is angry. But if you read it
and you say, “Who told you you were naked? Did you
eat of the tree?” Right. Is God disappointed? Is God sad?
Do we even know if that tree would have been available
later? And it’s just Adam and Eve,; it wasn’t their time to
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eat of it, yet. And so God’s like, “Oh, I'm looking at you
and you’ve grown up before my eyes.” Like a parent that
realizes their kid just got into college or they got their
first job and their first apartment and they’re going to
leave. Oh, who told you you were naked? I didn’t know
we were here yet. I didn’t know it was time for you to
Grow up and learn this and eat of the tree.

We put divine punishment on it because they're sent
out, right? They’re pushed out of this garden and death
comes and we're not allowed back in. We're not allowed
to have the Tree of Life. But if you start to see the Tree
of Life with all of the punishment, all of the kind of
curses that come after it, it’s an amplification of what
was already in the garden. But if you talk, if you think of
the fact that after this fruit, after they realize how hard
life is going to be and how hard the world is broken,
do you want to live forever in that? So if we see it as an
exile, you are out of the garden, never to be let in, then
God is angry. But if we're disappointed, and if God is
disappointed and realizes, oh, we just, we've hit a new
stage in human creation and they can’t live forever, that
would be a burden, an added burden to what is already
happening in the world. And so, I'm going to protect
them by not letting them eat of the Tree of Eternal Life.
And so instead, the garden isn’t exiling them out, it is
closing in and protecting the Tree of Life from them, for
them.

Now let’s talk about how we need to unpack sin.

I realized this week that as I was struggling with this
passage, I was really fighting with Augustine, because
Augustine is the church father that gave us original
sin, that told us that we should read this story and
realize that from here on out, all of us are tainted. We
are totally depraved. There’s no way we could ever get
ourselves out of this situation. And that is why we need
God. I don’t completely disagree with this. I do think
Jesus came in. I do think we absolutely needed Jesus on
the cross. But that original sin makes it feel like we are
somehow tainted, tainted in ourselves. There’s no way
that we could ever not sin because of what Adam and
Eve did. And Augustine is unfortunately misreading
Paul. Paul is looking back at the Adam and Eve story as
we read in Romans and is saying that like Adam, Adam
is our example, our role model, our archetype, to look



atand say, like Adam, we all die. We all sin not because
Adam did what he did, but because we are in a broken
world full of sin. And how could we not choose it,

just like Adam and Eve chose it, if we are given all the
offerings, all the potential, we will still be tempted to
sin. And we will. And so it’s not a taint of original sin.
It’s rather the way that the Eastern Orthodox consider it
an ancestral sin. We have inherited a broken world and
a broken system where we will inevitably sin. But we are
born very good, as Genesis 1 taught us.

And what Adam and Eve did in the garden or didn’t
do in the garden does not change that. We were created
in the image of God as very good. But we have inherit-
ed something that is broken. And so I want to take sin
away from this and instead see it as a story that just seta
condition of life that was harder, a condition of life that
works against us rather than for us. But we ultimately
are still Adam and Eve in the garden.

Don’t worry, I'm going to get to Jesus. The last thing
I want to talk about is paradise. When we think of Eden,
we think of paradise. It was all absolutely perfect. And
so then we really hate Adam and Eve because they broke
perfection. We had it so good, right? We were walking
naked with God. Nothing could be wrong. Except if you
read the story. If you go back to the text, the author is
never telling you that this is a perfect situation. This is
chaos that has been ordered as the creation story tells us.
Adam s still lonely. He wants a partner. Would loneli-
ness be a part of paradise? There are limits to the garden
of Eden. There are trees that are forbidden. Would
there be limits in paradise? And there are temptations.
That tree is a temptation. When we put a limit, we put
a temptation. And so would there be temptations in
paradise? No. We have brought revelation from the end
of our scriptures into the very first book and said that’s
what it had to look like. No. When Jesus comes again
and sets a new heaven and a new earth on the world,
that will be perfection. There will be no more suffering,
no more crying, no more dying.

And we have to even imagine that possibly in Eden
there might have been the circle of life. Maybe not for
Adam and Eve, the humans, but like the tree would
lose its leaves and an animal would bring new birth and
possibly die as the world continued on in the circle of

life. And so this assumption that this world is just so
irrevocably broken immediately makes us question,
when Jesus dies on the cross, why doesn’t it all go back
to Eden? Well, because we do get Eden, butit’s not
heaven. Jesus returns us to the garden, not necessarily to
the second coming in heaven on earth; we get a garden
that is ordered chaos, and we are returned to Adam and
Eve’s. Vocation of ordering that chaos and also choos-
ing God each and every day and being tempted to not
choose God each and every day.

So I just took a whole bunch of things out of the sto-
ry, and you're probably thinking, what am I supposed to
grab onto then? What part of the story is truth and life?
And this is where I was about Thursday of last week.
And so I did my homework, and I remembered my sem-
inary education, and I remembered that when you read
the Hebrew Bible, the authors put in clues for you for
how to read it. And what’s the important piece to pull
out? There are some things called chiasms throughout
the Hebrew Bible. The way the chiasms work is that
you tell a story ,and you have the top of the story, the
bottom of the story, but then things echo one another
until you get to a center. And that’s the author’s way to
say you're in the center. So Adam is commanded to work
the garden at the very beginning of the story. And then
at the end of the story, he again has to work, but work
harder.

Because of the curse, all trees are permitted at the
beginning of the story, except the Tree of Knowledge.
When they are sent out, it is because the tree of life is
forbidden. And that forbidden word is the one that is
mirrored by the Hebrew author. Here theyre naked,
and they felt no shame. Here, God clothes them because
they are naked and feel ashamed. Here, the snake, the
serpent, talks to Eve, and Eve talks to Adam, and sud-
denly they eat of the fruit. And when God comes to talk
to them, God talks to Adam. Adam points the finger
at Eve, Eve points the finger at the serpent. And itis a
perfect mirroring of the conversations. So now, what is
at the center? What is at the point, this chiasm? It’s after
they have eaten of the fruit, they are afraid of God. They
hide themselves and they cover themselves, for they are
in shame. Fear and shame has entered the relationship.
That is what the ancient author wants us to know.
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When fear and shame comes into our relationship with
God, we are no longer our full, authentic self. We feel
like we have to put on a mask or put on armor because
our God, our Creator, is not trustworthy enough. And
so the ancient author is saying, that’s the fracture that
you need to recognize. Not the curses, not what could
have been or what should have been, but the center of
the line is the relationship with God.

The rest of the Old Testament will seek to settle a
covenant with God to get back to the garden. Maybe
they can set a covenant together and they fail at it.
They don’t really look back at the fall very often. It
isn’t until we get the New Testament that we look
back at the fall. And so they set a covenant and they
say, maybe that’s how I get back into relationship with
God. But it doesn’t work, right? It doesn’t work until
Jesus comes and sets the ultimate covenant in his blood
and in his body. Jesus takes on the fear and the shame
again on the cross, naked. And we are returned back
to our original state in the garden, given the chance,
without a priest, without a temple, to just talk and
walk with God again. Because God came to us and met
us where we were and died for us and cleansed us of
that sin. And that burden gave us a new way to live in
the world, a new vocation, a new garden, a scene. You
might say that if we are all Adams and Eves, then we
are now given the world to order and subdue again. We
are told to go and be good again. And we are especially
told to be in relationship with God again, to spend
time with God, to walk with God in the garden, go
out into creation, have silent time with him, talk with
him through prayer, worship Him. But God wants that
fractured relationship to be healed. And he thought
he healed it through Jesus. So now we have to go and
spend time with God.

If we are back in the garden, if we imagine ourselves
back in the garden, how will we live our lives with
God? How often will you turn to Him? How often will
you show your authentic, full self to him without ar-
mor or masks, without shame or without fear? For God
so loved the world that he sent His Son and to bring
light into the world and bring us back into the garden.
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FRIENDS BY THE FIREPIT - IT’S

BACK!

Let’s get together by the firepit and join in Bible
study and life discussions based on the theme of Sun-
day’s sermon. This summer small group will meet

on Wednesdays from 6 — 8 p.m. for ten weeks starting
on June 10. All ages welcome. Childcare available for
young family members. If we have inclement weath-
er, we will meet on the front porch or inside the Peel
House. Each week we will spend our last 30 minutes
making s’'mores!

ALTAR FLOWERS

Altar flowers designated in memory or in honor of a
loved one are now $100.
Order flowers here: https://bit.ly/4nKyPYq

SUMMER SUNDAY SCHOOL
JUNE 7 - AUGUST 23

Sunday School will be held in the
Gathering Place and will run after
the children's sermon until the
announcements. Children should
begin service with their families.

FIRST KIDS
First Kids will continue meeting
in the Fireside Room during
the Contemporary Service.

No Sunday School on May 31,
August 30, or September &
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STAYING CONNECTED TO FIRST
LUTHERAN DURING THE
SUMMER
Staying connected during the sum-
mer can feel surprisingly challenging.
Warm weather, family trips, and
shifting routines often pull us in
different directions. Yet summer is also
a season when spiritual grounding and
community support matter deeply.
That’s why having simple, reliable
ways to stay engaged with your church
family makes such a difference. One of
the easiest tools to keep you connect-
ed — no matter where your summer
takes you — is the Church by Ministry-
One app. This single app places your
church’s most important touchpoints
right at your fingertips. Whether
you're traveling, juggling kids’ activi-
ties, or simply enjoying long weekends
outdoors, you can stay informed,
encouraged, and involved.
STAY IN THE LOOP WITH THE
CHURCH CALENDAR
Summer schedules fill up fast, and
it’s easy to lose track of what's
happening at church. The
CALENDAR feature in the
Church by MinistryOne app
gives you a clear, up - to
— date view of everything
coming up. It's a simple
way to stay aligned with
First Lutheran’s thythm

even when your own
routine shifts.

) NEVER MISS

§i AN UPCOM-

& [INGEVENT

The EVENTS section highlights what’s
ahead so you can plan around the
moments that matter most. Whether
it’s Vacation Bible School, volunteering
for an Outreach Project, registering
for the next Older Wiser LutheranS
(OWLS) adventure, or a Youth Event,
you'll know exactly what’s happening
and when. Even better, you can check
details on the go — perfect for those
spontaneous summer days.
WORSHIP WHEREVER YOU ARE
Vacations and weekend trips don’t
have to interrupt your worship life.
With recorded WORSHIP services
available in the app, you can join in
from anywhere. Watch a message while
relaxing at the cabin, listen during
along drive, or catch up after a busy
week. Staying spiritually nourished
becomes effortless.

CONTINUE YOUR GENEROSITY
Summer often brings financial distrac-
tions, but the GIVING feature makes
it easy to remain faithful in your
generosity. You can contribute in just
a few taps, supporting the ministries
and missions that continue through-
out the season. It’s secure, simple, and
available anytime.

Summer may be full of movement,
but staying connected to First Luther-
an doesn’t have to be complicated.
With the Church by MinistryOne app,
your community, your worship, and
your spiritual growth travel with you.
You can download the Church by Min-
istryOne app using this link: https://
elexio.ministryone.com/landing/
28Qs. Please call Cheryl Mahon if you
need help.

CHERYL MAHON, MINISTER OF CONGREGATIONAL SERVICE
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WEDNESDAYS, APRIL 22 - AUGUST 12
6 - 7:30 P.M. | PEEL HOUSE, ROOM 201
LED BY DEACON JANICE ZIMBELMAN

APRIL22  BIBLE, PART ONE
APRIL29  BIBLE, PARTTWO

MAY 20 ABIDE, PART ONE

MAY 27 ABIDE, PART TWO
JUNE 10 SALVATION, PART ONE
JUNE24  SALVATION, PART TWO
JULY 15 IMITATION, PART ONE
JULY 22 IMITATION, PART TWO
AUGUSTS CHURCH, PART ONE
AUGUST 12 CHURCH, PART TWO

Don't miss this opportunity to build a
stronger foundation - together!

2026 MIDDLE SCHOOL

Alamosa

SUMMER SERVICE TRIP
JUNE 23-25, 2026

CURRENT AND RISING MIDDLE SCHOOLERS! FOR MORE
DETAILS & TO REGISTER - USE THE QR CODE.
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LUGGAGE FOR PRISON FELLOWSHIP
CAMPERS

FLC volunteers drive the children of offenders
within the state prison system to summer camp. Last
year we noticed that many of the campers did not
have proper luggage. If you have small to medium
suitcases or large duffle bags that you no longer use,
please bring them to the Welcome Center Desk.

JUNE OWLS
AFA GENERAL BRADLEY AND ZITA

HOSMER VISITOR CENTER
THURSDAY, JUNE 25 | FREE

LEAVE: 9:30 A.M. | TOUR TIME: 10 A.M.
LUNCH | POLARIS HOTEL VIA CONNECTED
WALKWAY (PAY ON YOUR OWN)

IT IS OPEN!!! We have been waiting for a long time
to visit this new and exciting addition to the Air
Force Academy. The 34,000-square-foot center will
offer an immersive experience into the 47-month
Cadet journey and the Academy experience, high-
lighting the legacy of the Long Blue Line and the im-
portance of selfless service. Guests can watch video
presentations on oversized screens, enjoy interactive
displays, visit the 108-foot grand atrium, and exit the
experience through a 3,000 square-foot gift shop and
team store. For more exciting information, please
visit the following website:
https://www.usafa.edu/visitors/visitor-center/
Sign Up Deadline: Monday, June 22

Sign up by using the following link:
https://bit.ly/4tNgmNr or by calling the church at
719.632.8836.

DINING OUT WITH FIRST LUTHERAN
SELECT TUESDAYS | 5:30 P.M.
VARIOUS RESTAURANTS

All are welcome to join this group, which meets at
local restaurants on two Tuesdays of each month to
enjoy various cuisines and fellowship. Reservations
will be made two weeks in advance, so be sure to sign

up early. To register, visit https://bit.ly/41Rhgff

UPCOMING SCHEDULE

July 14 My Neighbor Felix
1645 Briargate Pkwy
Suite 203
July 28 Rusty Crab Daddy
1430 Harrison Road
August 11 Paninos
1721 South 8th Street
August 25 Phantom Canyon

2 East Pikes Peak

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED TO DRIVE

AND CHAPERONE
BRINGING CHILDREN OF INCARCERATED
INDIVIDUALS TO SUMMER CAMP
First Lutheran partners with Prison Fellowship
ministries to support the children of incarcerated
individuals. We are going to help transport chil-
dren again this summer from FLC to Camp Golden
Bell in Divide, CO and back. If you volunteer to
drive a church bus you will be required to provide
a copy of your valid driver’s license and complete a
background check.

The teen camp will run June 15-19. The bus will
require a bus driver and two chaperones. Sign up
here: https://bit.ly/4nR6xN6

The boys camp will run July 6-10 and the girls
camp will run July 20-24. Each bus will require
a bus driver and two chaperones. Sign up here:

https://bit.ly/4dwjLv8

FLCCS.NET -
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Volintaon o Beceme a

COFFEE RECEPTION HOST!

Please email cheryl@flccs.net if you'd like to give it a try.

SEEDS OF JOY GARDEN GROUP

The “Seeds of Joy” garden group has been working on
the gardens for a few months now basically remov-
ing the remnants of winter, and we are ready to start
planting. Our scheduled work sessions are Saturday
mornings beginning at 9 a.m. However, some of the
gardeners work independently during the week on
areas they choose as their schedules permit.

Our monthly meetings are on the third Wednes-
day of the month starting at 5:30 p.m. in the Library.
We will discuss how the gardens are doing and how
we can improve them and also plan to have speakers
on various topics.

We are meeting on June 17 this month and are
pleased to have Chris Lieber as our speaker who
will discuss how his company designs commercial
gardens. He also will share a “few tips for home
gardening”. Gary Bradley will also join us as well in
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his role as the chairman of the Inspire Faith building
committee. We plan to discuss the landscape impacts
and plans moving forward with Gary and Chris.

We are a friendly group and hope you are able to
attend if you feel any interest in helping the church
campus look a little more colorful. Please contact
Cheryl Mahon at cheryl@flccs.net for more informa-
tion.

REFUGEES IN NEED OF A FEW ITEMS

IN COLORADO SPRINGS

Our Colorado Springs Refugee and Asylee Office is
looking for floor lamps, deodorant and all-purpose
cleaner to support clients in need. If you can support
this request, please reach out to Adalie Duncan at
Adalie.duncan@lfsrm.org, 719.922.4580.



“Slowing is one way to overcome inner hur-
riedness and addiction to busyness. Through
slowing, the sacrament of the present moment
is tasted to the full.”

—Adele Calhoun

We talked last week about our three-
mile-an-hour God who walks with
us at the speed of love. As we start
the seasons of summer and regular
time, let’s consider the spiritual
practice of slowing. I know that sim-
ply changing the calendar doesn’t
automatically mean we have more
space in our schedules or diminished
demands on our time. ButI also
know that if we don’t intentionally
purpose to slow down from time to
time, it will never happen.

Our culture reverences high pro-
ductivity. That tends to create people
always in a rush, moving from
producing one thing to producing
the next thing. Even good things can

become something we have to
hurry to do, just so we can
geton to the next good
thing. But hurry causes
us to rush from the past
into the future with no
awareness of the present
moment, and the present
moment is the only place

God can meet us, because that is the
only place we ever actually are. So
what might a spiritual practice of
slowing look like?

Slowing might look like choosing
to drive in the slow lane for a week,
or getting in the longest line at the
grocery store. It might look like put-
ting your fork down between each
bite. It might mean taking a breath
and looking the barista or waiter or
clerk in the eye and giving them a
smile, and, if you're brave enough,
inviting them to pause a moment
and take a breath with you.

As with any practice, we never do
it just to do it— we do it with inten-
tion to notice God and others. Slow-
ing opens our eyes to our own need
for God’s grace as well as to the needs
of those around us that we can easily
overlook when we're in a hurry. It
frees us to be more patient with the
Spirit’s steady work within us and
others. We become more at ease with
the truth that growth and change
take time. As we've said, God is not
in a hurry. Where can you make time
to slow down a bit this week? Let’s
walk, slowly, together.

LORI DUNCAN, MINISTER OF SPIRITUAL CARE
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QUIET MOMENTS

SINPEREINECESER.E AT
August 21-22, 2026

Led by Lori Duncan & Pastor Michaela Eskew
"Make room for the quiet moments, as God whispers
and the world is loud.”

Sacred Heart Retreat Center
In a noisy world, discover the gift of intentional silence. Join us

for an avernight retreat of rest, reflection, prayer, and
practicing God's presence.

Informational Gathering
August 2 . Noon - Fireside Room

e

“You will be like a well-watered garden,
like a spring whose waters never fail.”
.

Gardens in the Bible are frequently used to represent intimacy with God,
divine provision, and flourishing life, and serve as places for prayer and
communion. Join us this summer for weekly 20-45-minute guided
meditations, where we will enter into restful encounters with God
through biblical garden imagery.

e e JuLy 8
TWO OPPORTUNITIES Garden of Eden (Gen 1:1-2:2)
IN THE WORSHIP CENTER
) JULY 15
Wed nesdays in JUly: “You are a garden fountain"
8. ]5. 22‘ & 29 (selections from Song of Solomon)

JuLy 22

100[} a.m. & 600 p_m. "Are you the gardener?” (John 20:11-18)

30-45 MINUTE GUIDED MEDITATIONS JULY 29
The Garden City: Return to Eden
(Revelation 21 & 22)

12 - EKKLESIA 06.10.26




Trail Trekkers

THURSDAYS @ 8 A.M.
JUNE, JULY, AND AUGUST

Open to anyone capable
of a 3 to 6 mile hike!

For details about each week's hike,
\please contact Judy at 719.641.325
-0 Jane at 309.263.2961

NEWCOMER BRUNCH

JUNE 14 FROM 11:30 AM. TO 1 P.M.

Rolling brunch in the Peel House
for anyone who is new to First Lutheran!

3
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In the Life of the Church....

June 15

June 16

June 17

June 18

June 20

June 21

Birthdays

Cheryl Haver
Charlie Huebner

Denise Aufderheide
Matthew Kovarna
Janice Pavell

Kathy Schroeder

Lauren Dewey
Caden Endres
Karen Hertsgaard
Steve Rea

Jake Sokol

Emberly Ackerman
Connor Holiday
Joan Kuehn

Erin Miller

Nate Dvarishkis
Vicki Heinicke
Mindy Mahler
Jen Weis

Jeanne Clark
Judy Morgan
Gini Simonson
Brittney Smith
Savannah Striegel

14 - EKKLESIA 06.10.26

Anniversaries

June 15

Scott and Cathleen Hophan 24 years
George and Emma Lou Skiffington 74 years
Dianne and Bob Wilkerson 35 years

June 16

Roger and Alice Aden 69 years
Chuck and Becky Anspach 53 years
George and Helen Baker 69 years
Jay and Vickie Voth 53 years

June 17
Jon and Linda Parobek 54 years

June 18
Beth Lindquist and David Caylor 38 years

June 19
Nate and Alisa Dvarishkis s years
Rod and Carol Schlater 5o years

June 20
Terry and Judy Hjelkrem 61 years
Dan and Celia Molner 45 years

June 21 i
Mike and Ellen Haase
Angie and Jeft Hess
Kathy and Barry




Prayer Requests

Lannette Abbey

Amy, Carol and Kaye
Beth Allen

Fred Bachmeier

Elmer Bauman

Tana Beall

Genni Beers

Joan Boechm

The Tim Boechm Family
Brittany

Bill & Barbara Brown
Bryon

Kathleen Capron

Karl & Pam Cartwright
Tanya Charbonneau
John & Debbie Chlebus
Nell Clowder

Linda Collier

The D.J. Family

Jan Doyle & Family
Rinda Dunson

Mike Eckley

Alan Flinn

Corinne Gibson

Sandie Gilliam & Family
Pam Goodhue

Nola Gosch

Julian Green

Bob & Georgia Haberacker
Hannah

Private Steven Harris
Doug Hering

Ginger Hipszky

Jake Hodnett

Bill & Doreen Hulka
Sarah Iskra

Alan Jacobsen

The Family of Steve Janke
Eric Johnson

Josh Jones

Shirley Jones

Ann Junk

Jonas Kagarise

Tami Kephart

Kyong Kelley

Gaye Lynn Kielcheski
Cindy Koger

Jesse Lawrence & Family
Timothy Lillich

Dayne Lindquist

Irene Lopez

The Michael Matkin Family
Jim Matthews

Nick McKibben & Family
Hugh McNeely
Brandon Miller & Family
Marilyn Miller

Paul Moe

Michael Morarie

Tricia Muehlbauer
Wilma Nicolaisen

Sam Norton

Gwyn Miller-Olson
Mike Olsen

Vic Olson

Owen & Family

Patsy Pedersen

Jack & Judy Peterson
The Linda Peterson Family
Ralph Peterson

Darlene Radke

Jeff Rapp

Bonnie Rochette

Valerie Ann Romano
Randy Schacht

Danielle Sena

Matthew Stark

Becky Sternal

Martie Stott

Barbara Swan

Michael Taylor

Aaron & Cindi Thorson

Bob VanDuyn

Karen Henderson—VanDuyn
Doni Vest

Christine Welch

Diane Wilkersonn

Starr Wise

Greg & Carolyn Young

Please keep these members — and family and
friends — of First Lutheran in your prayers this
week. If you are requesting to have a name added
to the prayer list, please consult with that person
prior to making your request. Prayer requests
may be submitted by using a Connection Card (in
church) or by emailing

teri@flccs.net.

In Remembrance of

Jack Keilers

Tom Keilers’ brother; Scott Keilers’
uncle.The service will be at Pike’s
Peak National Cemetery on June 15,
atz2 p.m.

In Remembrance of

Mike Matkin

Karen Matkin’s husband; Meredith
and Jeff’s father; Greg’s father-in-
law; grandfather of three; great -,
grandfather of two; whose private
memorial service and inurnment
will be held at a later date here at
First Lutheran Church.

Date of death: June 2, 2026

FLCCS.NET - 15
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Worship and Study

TRADITIONAL WORSHIP QUARTERLY ADULT EDUCATION
SUNDAYS IN THE SANCTUARY Four times a year, we offer Adult Education
8,9:30, AND 11 A.M. classes at a variety of times and on a wide range
of interesting topics. Be sure to read the
CONTEMPORARY WORSHIP Ekklesia for announcements and information
SUNDAYS IN THE WORSHIP CENTER about upcoming programs.
10:15 A.M.
WEDNESDAY BIBLE STUDY
WEDNESDAY NIGHT LIGHT LUTHER HALL | 10 A.M.
WEDNESDAY NIGHT LIGHT WILL Led by the preaching pastor for the week.

RESUME IN AUGUST.

GENERATION TO REVELATION
ONLINE WORSHIP FIRST LUTHERAN’S NEW PODCAST!
STREAMED LIVE AT 9:30 A.M. Find our podcast on YouTube, on the church
Tune in on First Lutheran’s YouTube channel, ~ website, or anywhere you get your podcasts.
on the church website, or in the church app.

PASTORAL TEAM NEXT SUNDAY’S SCRIPTURES
The Rev. Travis Norton, Senior Pastor Genesis 4:1—16

The Rev. Carrie Baylis, Associate Pastor Psalm37:1—11

The Rev. Michaela Eskew, Associate Pastor Matthew 5:2 — 24

FIRST LUTHERAN CHURCH
1515 N. CASCADE AVE.
COLORADO SPRINGS,
COLORADO 80907 e,
719.632.8836
FLCCS.NET
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