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April 21, 2026, FIRST LUTHERAN CHURCH
REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES

Present
Yoshiko Anspach, Brenda Bocek, Bill Busovsky, Julie Furstenau, Stacy Gatto, Deacon Joan Kuehn, Kiersten
Lehmkuhl, Chris Lieber, Pastor Travis Norton, Betsy Pimentel, Chris White

Absent
None

Opening
The regular meeting of the First Lutheran Church council was called to order by Bill Busovsky at 7:04 pm.

Devotions (Betsy Pimentel)
Betsy shared a reading from the “Our Daily Bread” devotional booklet that spoke to her in a special way. The

writer of the devotion explained how her dad wasn’'t much of a handyman and would sometimes need help
from a friend or neighbor when something broke. He would offer to pay, but his offer would be declined. So,
he’d just say “thanks, until you're better paid”. This is a phrase that Betsy’s father would also use. She shared
that this feels like what we should be doing to serve God out of love, and storing up treasures in heaven as
directed in Matthew 6:20. She closed with the prayer that was printed with the devotion.

Approval of Minutes

***COUNCIL APPROVED MARCH MINUTES AS PRESENTED***

Finance Committee Report
Betsy presented the March financial report noting a net income of $14,938 for the month and $124,533 year-to-

date. She stated that the March expenses were higher than anticipated, but the income was as well. Several
one-time charges were pointed out in the line-item budget and discussed. Betsy also stated that the Audit
Committee has had their first meeting and has a timeline for completing the financial review. They have
meetings scheduled with Yoshiko and hope to have a report to Council by our June meeting. Yoshiko noted
that pledges for the Inspire Faith campaign continue to come in and that she will continue to look for short-term
investment opportunities until the money is needed. Yoshiko also noted that the furnace repair for the
sanctuary is underway and should be completed by May 1%t. Unfortunately, the elevator repair is still
problematic with Yoshiko looking for old contracts/service records and contracting with a new company to
hopefully repair the faulty control board.

***COUNCIL APPROVED THE FINANCE COMMITTEE REPORT***

Senior Pastor Report
e Pastor Travis shared some highlights from the past month including 8 baptisms, two positive visits with

north-end neighbors and ongoing confirmation interviews. Pastor noted that his schedule feels
“‘compressed” since he is doing more pastoral care visits while Pastor Carrie is on sabbatical.

e Pastor Travis shared that church attendance was up around 100 people for the Holy Week/Easter
services.



Renovation meetings for the narthex expansion continue. It has been discovered that there are steel
beams that are structural in the stairwell from the gathering place up to the worship center. This is a
new issue that will need to be addressed in the renovation plans.

The Synod Assembly is this weekend, with Pastors Travis and Michaela attending. Pastor Travis also
shared that First Lutheran has given the most financial support to the Synod in the past year.

Old Business:

There was a discussion of Peel House operations, with emphasis on left-over food and the differences
between using the space for memorial service receptions for members versus outside non-profit
events. This fall will mark five years since the Peel House opened, and it is a good time to re-evaluate
how it is used. This will occur after Pastor Carrie returns from her sabbatical.

Bill shared that the Benevolence Review committee had their first meeting. They are generating a
checklist of questions that they will be asking of the organizations where we make contributions. There
was discussion of what sort of follow-up we would like to see from the organizations which will be
addressed during their process.

New Business:

Colton Laptad is currently attending seminary remotely and needs to go through Clinical Pastoral
Education as a part of his program. We have entered into an agreement to provide the setting for his
CPE, and he will be commissioned to do pastoral care visitation this Sunday (April 26). This is very
timely as it will be a big help while Pastor Carrie is on sabbatical! Pastor Travis also spoke to where
he, Pastor Michaela, and Colton will be doing pastoral care versus what the Christian Caregivers
ministry performs.

Reminders

The next meeting will be on May 19, 2026, at 7:00 pm in the Peel House. Julie Furstenau will give the
devotion.

Adjournment with Prayer — Pastor Travis at 8:22 pm

Respectfully submitted,
Julie Furstenan

Julie Furstenau
Secretary



